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TOGETHER
FROM
THE
GROUND
UP

We’ve always been in this together.
As a family. Or as a village.
Or as an industry.
Because as Irish Dairy Farmers,
we’ve a lot to be proud of.
A heritage and tradition begun
5000 years ago.
And a future that stretches out in
front of us.
Bright. Hopeful. And resolute.
We’re a part of the people we farm for
and they’re a part of us.
We’ve always been in this together.
Never more so than today.
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EDITORIAL

Matt O’Keeffe, Editor

FLAWED IDEOLOGIES PUT FOOD
PRODUCTION AT RISK
It is proving increasingly difficult for food
producers to concentrate on their primary
role, even as food security has become one
of the most important challenges facing the
European Union. The original rationale for
establishing the European Community as
a bulwark against food insecurity is more
relevant than ever. Continuing and increasing
reliance on imported food is not a safe
alternative to viable domestic food production.
Not only does the EU have a responsibility
to ensure that the people of Europe have
continuing access to adequate indigenous
high-quality food, it also has a responsibility
to ensure that the EU’s actions do not imperil
the food security of millions of people across
the world who rely on European food for
sustenance. Yet, that does not appear to be
an imperative for the EU. There must be a
balance between meeting our responsibilities
in mitigating climate change and ensuring
that actions taken do not jeopardise food
security. Irish government policy in this regard
is worthy of scrutiny. Dismissing reputable
analysis showing that severe emissions
reductions will result in deep cuts in Irish
food production and serious financial losses
to primary producers is either an ostrich-like
approach to the future financial well-being
of Irish agriculture or an ideological mindset
that believes that such losses are irrelevant
in the greater scheme of things. Those
‘things’ include enforcing carbon targets far
beyond those being planned by major food
production countries across the world. Is
there a lack of knowledge of the commercial
realities of food production or the dangers
of placing our food producers at further
disadvantage to our competitors? Current food
production instability highlights the dangers
of impairing Irish farmers ability to produce
food competitively and sustainably. Yet,
there is no acknowledgement among those

who stridently advocate reducing
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Since the government does not agree with the
KPMG economic analysis detailing significant
financial losses for producers, it must produce
alternative, verifiable financial data. It has
not done so to date and seems to have little
intention of engaging in any economic analysis
of the impact of its carbon-reduction policies.
Meanwhile, the worst fear of farmers is that
they are being sacrificed on the alter of political
expediency.
On a wider scale, the government is accused
of allowing doctrinaire ideology to undermine
energy security. We have no large-scale LPG
storage facilities and there is an economically
illogical political resistance to the development
of this vital infrastructure by a minority party in
the government coalition. There is a simplistic
belief that offshore windfarms will provide us
with all the energy we need. Several questions
remain unanswered, however. When will
these windfarms be built, how much more
expensive will offshore wind energy be than
other sources, and what will energy users
do in the interim, while these wind projects
are planned, built and commissioned? The
Irish economy will be placed at a competitive
disadvantage because of the energy strategies
being pursued, just as Irish food producers
are facing competitive disadvantages and
financial losses from a reckless commitment
to flawed emission limitations. Well-meaning
climate-change mitigation policies are a poor
alternative to pragmatic, economically viable
strategies that also protect our economy
and the people who get up early to keep that
economy competitive.
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UPFRONT

IGA DAIRY EXTRAVAGANZA
The Irish Grassland Association is describing its Summer dairy events as a Dairy Extravaganza! It is not an exaggeration. There are
three separate events to be held over the two days of Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th of July. First up is the IGA Dairy Summer Tour.
Participants will gather at Semple Stadium in Thurles and take buses to the host farms. Denis and Carmel Cody’s farm near Templemore
in North Tipperary will be the location for the first walk, while the afternoon farm visit will be across the border in Kilkenny on Tom and
Norma Walsh’s farm at Johnstown. The farms have similarities and considerable differences, which should make for much discussion
across the day.
That evening, the Dairy Extravaganza moves to the Talbot Hotel in Clonmel for a round table discussion hosted by Matt Dempsey. He has a
panel of Ashleigh Fennell and Seamus Quigley, both milk producers, as well as Joe Patton of Teagasc. They will discuss the intriguing topic
of ‘Looking both ways’. On the following morning, the IGA hosts its belated annual dairy conference at the Talbot Hotel. Brendan Horan,
Mary Kinston, and Bobby Hovenden are among the speakers in the first session entitled ‘Controlling the Controllables’. The challenges
facing milk producers in terms of managing greenhouse gases are addressed by Laurence Shalloo later in the morning. The afternoon
session focuses on attracting and retaining labour on dairy farms. Consultant Nollaig Heffernan, along with milk producers Mark Cassidy
and TJ Kelly provide advice and personal experience on the subject.
Participants can decide to attend any or all three events and the only advice is that would-be participants book their places early, as, this
year, numbers really are limited. Book online at www.irishgrassland.ie

N

N

MEGA MOO LIMOUSIN
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Irish Limousin breed. The first pedigree calf was born on June 22nd, 1972, on Paddy Clancy’s
farm in Carrick-On-Suir, while the first meeting of the Irish Limousin breeders was held on February 16th, 1973, at the Silver Springs Hotel in
Cork. The Limousin Society have worked hard to differentiate their breed. The prevalence of the Myostatin F94L gene within the breed, they
say, contributes to superior meat quality traits in Limousin beef. The Limousin breed continues to make a big contribution to the production
efficiency and profitability of Ireland’s suckler and beef production sector over the last five decades. To mark the 50th milestone, several events
are taking place between June 2022 and June 2023, to highlight the history of the Irish Limousin. Celebrations will take place at the Limousin
National Championships at the Tullamore Show on August 14th and a special 50th Anniversary Show will take place in Carrick-on-Shannon
from September 30th through to October 1st. This will involve pedigree and commercial classes, along with a special ‘Mega Moo’ €10,000 Heifer
Competition. It all kicked off in Mitchelstown in mid-June when Limousin Society CEO Ronan Murphy outlined the half-centenary celebrations
calendar and thanked sponsor FBD for its financial support as he looked forward to continuing success for the breed in Irish livestock
production.
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UPFRONT

REINHOLD CLAAS
PASSES AWAY
The death was announced last month of Reinhold
Claas at the age of 91. Reinhold was the youngest
of company founder August Claas’s three children,
and, working alongside his eldest brother Helmut
Claas, he played a major role in the development
of the CLAAS Group. In an age when most of the
world’s farm machinery manufacturing is in the
hands of multinational conglomerates, controlling
several brands each, the Claas family continues to
be an example of a successful family-controlled
business, exporting across the globe from its
German base. Reinhold Claas joined the company
in 1957 and his particular area of expertise was in
the development of balers and forage harvesters,
and he was the driving force behind the takeover of
Josef Bautz GmbH in Bad Saulgau, which today is
the main development and manufacturing base for
CLAAS green harvest machinery. Two years ago, the
third generation of the Claas family took over control
of the family business, with the announcement that
Cathrina Claas-Mulhauser was chosen as the new
chairperson of the Claas shareholders’ committee,
where she replaced her father, 93-year-old Helmut
Claas. The company employs almost 12,000 people
worldwide and reported a turnover of €4.8 billion in
the 2021 fiscal year.

HOW IRISH WILL OUR IRISH
BREAKFAST BE?
We are looking not only at the loss of many pig producers in the
crisis the sector is experiencing, potentially we are on the verge of
losing our entire pig production capacity. The figures do not lie. It
is simply impossible for pig producers to indefinitely endure huge
daily losses on every pig they produce. While the government has
intervened, more may be necessary if we are to have viable pig
production and processing sectors in the future. Alongside any
additional government assistance, the producers have looked
to the processing and secondary processing industries as well
as the retail sector for acknowledgement that only a price that
reflects the huge surge in production costs will save the sector.
The IFA has stood by our pig producers – no surprise given their
financial importance to the rural economy and the fact that IFA
President Tim Cullinan is a pig producer himself. Picketing is a
last resort and one that the IFA resorted to last month in what was
surely a last-ditch attempt to save our two hundred and eighty pig
producers from financial ruin. Soft words are a poor substitute
for paying a viable price for product. Ultimately, we will regret the
loss of an extremely professional and dedicated sector of Irish
food production if pig farming is lost to the country. How Irish will
our Irish Breakfast be when that happens?
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY
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ASA CONFERENCE: The ASA conference will once again be held in the
Lyrath hotel Kilkenny on Thursday September 8th. The organisation was
formed in 1942, and has a membership of 1600; it is the professional body
for graduates in Agriculture. This year the organisation will celebrate its
80th year. Registrations will open soon so, for the moment, save the date.
WORLD PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIP: The 67th National and World
Ploughing Contest will take place in Ratheniska in County Laois on
September 20th, 21st and 22nd. Ireland stepped in to host the event when
the World Ploughing Board asked member countries to step up. Farmers
have missed the interaction of the ploughing championship. The NPA
expect to have up to 1,700 exhibitors in Laois.
GUILD OF AGRICULTURAL JOURNALIST AGM: The Guild of Agricultural
Journalist held its AGM in Thurles last month. The AGM opened with a
lecture followed by a Q&A with Dr Frank Mitloehner, professor and air
quality specialist at the University of California. This was followed by a
presentation from Eddie Phelan of Alltech, who hosted the event. It was
a real coup to get Frank to the guild meeting; he is an acknowledged
expert in protecting the environment and is passionate about
understanding and mitigating air emissions from livestock operations;
as well as studying the implications of these emissions on the health
of farmworkers and local communities. In addition, he emphasises the
food production challenge that will become a global issue as the world
population grows to nearly 10 billion by 2050. The Guild is an All-Ireland
body with a membership of 180 agricultural journalist across the island.

WIND AND SOLAR RESISTANCE
Most people believe that the development of wind and solar power
are necessary to reduce dependence on fossil fuels and help meet
our climate change mitigation obligations. That does not mean local
communities are willing to accept these developments without question.
There are members of the Dalkey community in South Dublin agonising
over the prospect of offshore wind turbines on the horizon disrupting
their views. Across the country there are local groups, some with
widespread community support, objecting to and agitating against the
siting of wind turbines or solar farms in their areas. They are perfectly
entitled to question the proximity of these constructions to their homes
and villages and the perceived impact they will have on the local
environment. One of the difficulties those objecting encounter is that if
the proposed developments are in accordance with planning regulations
regarding proximity to houses, visual impact and environmental safety,
there is little that can be done to prevent their construction. An action
group has been formed in Clonea and Mothel in West Waterford to
oppose the construction of a 500-acre solar farm. The Action Group
insists it is not opposed to solar energy generation but believes there
needs to be a proper debate about where that development should take
place. The group says that having a 500-acre electricity-generating
industrial complex within a few hundred meters of their local national
school, health centre, sports fields, church and housing estate is hugely
inappropriate. The question of how well regulated these developments
are is high on the agenda. Whether we would be better off with solar
panels on every rooftop rather than on productive land is a question that
is not being asked often enough.
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM
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IRISH-BRED BEETLES TACKLING WEEDS

Stephen Connolly, ABP Agri sustainability manager, with agricultural consultants
Siobhan and Louis Ward at ABP’s Demonstration Farm in Clonegal, Co. Carlow.
Image Credit: Fennell Photography.

ABP has recruited battalions of Irish beetles to tackle the war on dock
leaves at its Demonstration Farm in Carlow. The beetles are bred by
Mayo-based couple Louis and Siobhan Ward and the initiative is part of
an ABP approach that is aimed at promoting on-farm environmentally
sustainable and regenerative farming practices.
ABP’s Demonstration Farm at Clonegal is a centre of excellence when
it comes to industry leading environmental research. Trials carried out
at the farm have already shown the potential to significantly reduce the
carbon footprint of beef production by reducing the age of slaughter
through better genetics and better feed efficiency.
The Wards, who run their own farm stocked with pedigree Angus cattle,
this year set up a special company, Green Submarine, to supply Irish
farmers with their secret weapon in the war on docks – Gastrophysa
viridula – known as the green dock beetle.
ABP Agri sustainability manager, Stephen Connolly, said dock weeds
can reduce yields from beef and dairy pastures, and silage meadows
by up to 40 per cent in extreme cases. Docks, he added, are a
considerable problem for Irish farmers, forcing many farmers to utilise
expensive specialised commercial weed killers to destroy the docks.
“We are constantly looking for green sustainable solutions to farming
problems, and we think we have found a potential solution to the

problem of dock weeds in Louis and Siobhan’s dock beetles. The
beetles are a key part of incorporating regenerative agricultural
practices on the ABP demo farm, providing a natural, simple,
sustainable, nature-based solution to dock weeds, eliminating the
headaches while at the same time potentially improving biodiversity
on-farm through reduced herbicides applications,” he added.
Siobhan Ward, an agricultural consultant, explained: “We noticed
something eating docks in one of our fields, and some research
showed it was dock beetles. We gradually introduced the beetles to the
rest of the farm, and we no longer need to spray for docks.”
Green Submarine now breeds beetles in polytunnels on an industrial
scale, marketing them to farmers as a one-off cost-effective, everlasting alternative to chemical herbicides Once deployed on a farm, the
dock beetle breeds to colonise the whole field, returning every year to
keep the docks at bay, related Louis who holds an MSc. “The population
of dock beetle will initially rise to decimate the dock weed naturally,
then fall back as its success diminishes its natural food supply in a
sustainable way on an annual basis, all for a one-off outlay which is far
cheaper than administering just one application of weed killer. Dock
beetles are native and natural predators of docks. They skeletonise
dock leaves and keep them at an acceptable level in grassland.
Crucially, the beetle hibernates for the winter and reappears each
spring, giving very low long-term cost,” explained Louis Ward.
ABP’s Stephen Connolly said nutrient and protein-rich white clover
thrives in dock-free pastures and reduces bovine methane emissions
but noted that, unfortunately, the clover is killed off by many
commercial sprays: “White clover can, through a process known as
nitrogen-fixing, aided by bacteria living on it, store extra nitrogen from
the atmosphere, releasing loads of natural soil-enriching nitrogen once
it expires. The use of nitrogen fertiliser can be significantly reduced
where clover is present while maintaining production and reducing
farm costs. The less commercial fertiliser used, the more work clover
does, helping the ecosystem, fitting into our regenerative farming
practices on the ABP Demo farm”.

€300,000 FUNDING FOR AGRI-FOOD TOURISM PROJECTS
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine Charlie McConalogue TD has announced close on €300,000 in funding to 19 local agrifood tourism projects. The funding is made available under the 2022 Rural Innovation and Development Fund through the Department
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Commenting, Minister McConalogue said: “I am delighted to announce the successful projects
which have secured funding in the Agri Food Tourism sector. It is great to be able to support these initiatives in the agri-food tourism
sector and build on progress already made. There is a great geographical spread of projects this year which highlights the interest
throughout the country. Our 10-year roadmap for the agriculture sector Food Vision 2030, highlights the natural synergy between agrifood and local tourism. I have backed this important sector and I will continue to back
it as Minister for our food sector which is our greatest and most important sector.” “I
place a huge emphasis and importance on agri-tourism in rural areas as it allows our
great food companies of all sizes to showcase their people, landscape, history and
culture through agricultural produce, food and drink and local cuisine. In addition,
it provides opportunities for rural businesses, including farmers, producers and
artisans, to develop their products and services, connect with the community
and visitors and improve skills and best practice”.
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine Charlie McConalogue TD, at the launch of the
Summer of Food initiative in Monaghan with Val O’Kelly, left, from Subh Fraoc Bán and Ross
Adamson, Adamson’s Bar, Clones. The Summer of Food initiative is one of 19 projects to share
almost €300,000 in funding from the Minister’s Agri Food Tourism programme. Photo: Rory Geary
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DONEGAL SCHOOL NAMED THIS
YEAR’S NATIONAL INCREDIBLE
EDIBLES CHAMPION

Creevy National School are celebrating after they won first prize
in the Incredible Edibles primary schools’ horticulture and healthy
eating programme, run by Agri Aware. Ms. Conneely’s third class,
from Creevy National School in Ballyshannon showcased their
creative food journey in a scrapbook and submitted the best
end-of-year project to secure top spot in the nationwide schools’
programme. The Donegal children blew the judges away with the
scale and quality of their work. They completed all five tasks; food
origin, identifying Irish, planting, cooking and healthy eating, to an
impeccable standard.
The Donegal children showcased a range of biodiversity measures
by protecting bees, and composting during the Incredible Edibles
programme. Ms Conneely’s class enjoyed the “Meet the Farmer”
in-class webinars hosted by Agri Aware and project sponsors.
The Agri Aware Incredible Edibles programme ran from January
to June and had its largest ever participation this year. There were
over 76,000 children from 1800 schools across the country that
took part. The third-class pupils from Creevy NS are now ready to
harvest and eat some of the fruit and vegetables they have grown
in school as part of the programme. All schools who participate in
the interactive Agri Aware programme get free grow packs so they
can plant, grow and harvest their own fruit and vegetables.
At a time when there is a growing disconnect from where our food
originates, the Agri Aware Incredible Edibles programme helps
children learn all about how food gets to their plates while growing
their own fruit, vegetables and herbs too. Eilis Greene, Programme
and Events Manager of Agri Aware said: “Well done to all at Creevy
National School, their entry for this year’s Incredible Edibles
Programme was quite simply one of the best we have come across.
The programme has been running for 14 years and continues
to grow with this year’s intake of schools the highest ever. The
growth of the programme is thanks in no small part to our fifteen
sponsors who have been brilliant in how they support the initiative
every year.” Oonagh Trehin, Bord Bia Healthy Eating Executive
and Chairperson of the Incredible Edibles sponsor committee
said: “Bord Bia are delighted to support the Incredible Edibles
programme. Incredible Edibles provides valuable education on
horticulture and food origin, as well as highlighting the importance
of seasonal fruit and vegetables as part of a healthy diet. We were
hugely impressed by the effort put in by schools this year, and the
standard of projects submitted. Well done to all schools who took
part and congratulations to the well-deserved winning schools.
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM
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ONE HEALTH AND SUSTAINABILITY
CONFERENCE

John Grant (Vet Partners) asks questions to the panel during session 4, One Health, at the One Health &
Sustainability conference.

MSD Animal Health recently hosted a conference focused on One Health and Sustainability
in the Thomas Prior Hall, Ballsbridge, Dublin. Throughout the day, each session examined
main challenges currently facing the agricultural industry and some of the potential actions
that can be taken to build a more sustainable future. The conference featured four sessions:
One Climate, One Future, One Globe and One Health - all based on the idea that there is one
climate to protect, one future to safeguard, one globe to uphold and one health to maintain.
Irish farmers’ ability to bring the country to carbon neutrality was a key talking point.
Professor, John Gilliland, Director of Global Agriculture and Sustainability at Devenish said
the ability for farmers to sequester carbon via soil, grassland, hedgerows, and trees, had not
been recognised enough in Ireland. Ag-technology was a key focus of session two. There is
an estimated shortage of around 4000 people to work on Irish dairy farms. Labour saving
technology has a key role to play in alleviating this labour shortage on farm but also, some
technology can provide further benefits such as animal health monitoring. Fergal Morris
General Manager and William Minchin, Ruminant Business Director highlighted the MSD
Animal Health technology portfolio such as the SenseHub Monitoring and Milking Technology,
designed to help farmers improve productivity and make better informed decisions based on
data generated from such technology.
The importance of embracing ag tech was also reiterated by Economist, David McWilliams and
Justin McCarthy, CEO of the Irish Farmers Journal in the One Globe Session. McWilliams said
that Ireland is a significant player when it comes to the global agriculture industry, however,
to grow, it needs to embrace technology and innovation, mirroring other successful industries
such as the Irish tech sector. The changing landscape of antibiotic use in EU veterinary
medicine was the topic of the One Health panel discussion, featuring leading industry
representatives, Caroline Garvan, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Conor
Geraghty, FarmGate Veterinary Group and former president of the Irish Veterinary council, Prof.
Paddy Wall, University College Dublin and Conor Sheehy, MSD Animal Health. The final ‘take
home’ message from the conference was we must act Together As One. The challenges facing
the agricultural industry are clear and change needs to happen now. Veterinary Practitioners,
farmers and all stages of the supply chain have a role to play on the journey to a sustainable
future and MSD Animal Health are committed to providing the necessary technologies,
services, people and products to meet the current and future industry challenges.
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY

BIMEDA LAUNCHES
BEST PRACTICE
ANIMATION FOR
PLUNGE DIPPING
SHEEP
Bimeda Ireland has announced the
launch of a new training animation,
which details the correct procedure
for the safe and effective use of Gold
Fleece Sheep Dip, for plunge dipping
sheep. The animation covers important
areas such as: Preparing to dip and
PPE; Initial mixing and replenishment
rates; Effective dipping technique;
Managing sheep after dipping. A Bimeda
representative commented: “Bimeda is
committed to promoting best practice
and we believe that this new animation
will be a useful training tool for farmers,
responsible persons and veterinarians.
We would love to see farmers,
veterinarians and responsible persons
sharing training on their social media
platforms, or during events, to help
these best practice messages reach
as wide an audience as possible.” The
animation can be viewed on Bimeda’s
YouTube channel and can also be found
on Bimeda’s new e-learning website
bimedalearning.ie

SOD IS TURNED ON
GLANBIA CO-OP
AND ROYAL A-WARE
€200 MILLION
CONTINENTAL
CHEESE FACILITY
Representatives from Glanbia Co-op,
international dairy producer Royal A-ware
and the Irish Government recently took part
in the turning of the sod at the site of a new
continental cheese facility being built at
Belview in Co Kilkenny. The new facility will
be one of the most efficient and sustainable
continental cheese production facilities in
Europe. It is planned that the first continental
cheese will be produced for global markets at
the facility in 2024.
The facility, which is being built by Kilkenny
Cheese Ltd, a joint venture between

I NEWS

FARM INCOMES UP IN 2021

John Murphy Chairman Glanbia Co-op, Jan Anker Chief
Executive of Royal A-ware, Jim Bergin Chief Executive
of Glanbia Co-op, Tánaiste Leo Varadkar, and Charlie
McConalogue TD, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine. Photograph: Patrick Browne.

family-owned Dutch dairy producer Royal A-Ware
and Glanbia Co-op, will have a footprint of 18,000
square metres. It will produce over 50,000 tonnes
of continental cheese per year, including Edam,
Gouda and Emmental cheese varieties which will
be brought to market by Royal A-ware through their
established channels. The production facility will
utilise approximately 450 million litres of milk from
Glanbia milk suppliers each year. Glanbia Co-op
currently sends some milk for processing by third
parties during the peak milk supply months; the new
facility will allow this milk to be brought in-house
for processing in one of the most sustainable
cheese plants in Europe. This will consolidate milk
processing and reduce transport movements. Once
opened, the Kilkenny Cheese Limited facility at
Belview will offer high-skill opportunities with 80
jobs.
The sod-turning was performed by Tánaiste and
Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment Leo
Varadkar and Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine Charlie McConalogue. Welcoming the new
development project in the south-east, the Tánaiste
said: “It’s an honour to be in Belview today to turn the
sod on this brand new €200m continental cheese
facility. It’s a huge boost for the south-east which has
experienced significant and long overdue investment
and jobs growth in the past year or two.” Glanbia
Co-op CEO Jim Bergin, said: “We are delighted to
partner with Royal A-ware, a leading global producer
of continental cheese, to build this world-class
facility in the south-east of Ireland. The joint venture
approach brings expertise in continental cheese
production and a new route to market for our
farmers. Today marks a significant step on the road
to diversifying our product offering post-Brexit. Our
Co-op will also benefit from the additional whey
and cream streams produced by this new cheese
facility. This facility is essential in the context of a
sustainable future for our Co-op and our sector as
set out in our Living Proof sustainability strategy.”

Farm incomes
across the board
were higher last
year than 2020,
mostly due to an
increase in output
prices, according
to a Teagasc
review, released on
June 14. However,
the scale of the
increase in income varied according to the type of farm, with dairy and tillage farms
generating much of the national income.
The Teagasc National Farm Survey 2021, which represents almost 85,000 farms in
Ireland, found that in general farms experienced an increase in production costs.
Taking account of the income developments across the various farm systems,
the average family farm income rose by 26 per cent in Ireland in 2021 to just over
€34,300. Speaking at the launch of the report, Trevor Donnellan, Research Officer
Teagasc said: “We would caution against reading too much into the particular
number because if you look at the income levels for each of the particular systems,
you see that none of them on average, are anywhere near the average for the
whole. Incomes for tillage and dairy are considerably above the national average,
whilst the dry stock systems are considerably below. And even though we only
have just over 15,000 dairy farms in Ireland they are responsible for just over half of
the agricultural income that is generated in Ireland.” He further cautioned that the
results for this year are likely to be affected by a sharp rise in input costs. Last year,
farms were beginning to be affected by a rise in the price of fuel, feed, and fertiliser.
As the global economy began to emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic, supply chains
have struggled to respond to an increased demand, leading to sharp increases
in the price of crude oil and natural gas. This has led to knock-on increases in the
price of fertiliser, fuel, and electricity, as well as a wide range of goods and services.
Collectively, these led to a significant increase in farm production costs in 2021.
This was balanced by rising international agricultural commodity prices which
were a feature of 2021 and led to higher farm output prices in Ireland. In addition,
the weather conditions here last year, led to average grass production and helped
in the case of Irish cereal crop production, leading to an overall increase in cereal
yields.
Cereal and milk prices performed best in 2021. Prices for cereal crops were up by
over 30 per cent in some instances in 2021, compared to 2020, while a 13 per cent
increase in average milk price was recorded. Lamb prices also increased by almost
30 per cent. The increase in cattle prices were less, but significant, at 8 per cent
for young cattle and 12 per cent for prime cattle. In spite of higher dairy system
production costs, which rose by 11 per cent, a further increase in milk output volume
and significantly higher milk prices, resulted in an average dairy farm income
of €97,350 in 2021, an increase of 23 per cent or €18,300 on the 2020 level. In the
cattle rearing system, costs increased by 10 per cent in 2021. However, the value of
output on cattle rearing farms increased in 2021 by 15 per cent, mainly due to higher
cattle prices. Production costs rose on sheep farms in 2021, largely due to higher
feed prices, but the sector experienced a 16 per cent increase in the value of farm
output, which was driven by higher lamb prices. Due to higher fertiliser, feed and
contracting charges, production costs on tillage farms increased in 2021 by 34 per
cent, a much larger percentage increase than occurred in the grassland systems.
However, the average income on tillage farms rose by 77 per cent in 2021 to almost
€59,000 due to particularly good production conditions last year.

WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM
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LAKELAND DAIRIES ANNOUNCES SUPREME
MILK QUALITY AWARD WINNERS
MAKING EVERY BITE COUNT
CATHAL BOHANE, INTOUCH NUTRITION

High input prices this year have created a lot of
concern and uncertainty on farms throughout
the country. Large increases in feed, fertiliser
and energy prices have been driven by supply
and demand pressures as well as conflict. On the
other side, there is a reason to be positive, with a
30% increase in milk price this year, along with
a similar increase in beef price over the last two
years. This has led to unprecedented milk and
meat prices of 50c/l and over €5/kg, respectively.
According to the Teagasc update in April on the
situation and outlook of Irish farming, the margin
for dairy and beef finishers will be the same as
2021, which would have been regarded as a good
year.
While the news is positive, there is no time to
rest on one’s laurels, and like all businesses, we
must focus on improving our margin. While we
are invariably price takers for inputs and outputs,
we sometimes assume that all we can do is focus
on the quality of our product, and while this is
correct, there is more that we can do.
One of the biggest questions we get asked in
InTouch is, “how can I cheapen things for the
winter?” Focusing on homegrown where possible,
maximising forage and quality, adjusting your
diets to suit stock, and looking at alternatives
are just a few of the suggestions. The main point
is assessing what you have always done from a
dietary perspective, deciding if this is the right
course of action this year and being open-minded
to new ideas and suggestions. One of the biggest
ones to address is the efficiency of your farm.
While poor feed efficiency is a major cost on
many farms, further losses occur before it reaches
the animal’s mouth. A survey of UK customers by
Alltech showed that for every £3 sent on feed, £1
is wasted through poor ensiling, handling, mixing
of feed and feed-out, as well as excessive and
inaccurate feeding in the trough/feed passage.
Data from 1,200 farms in Ireland, the UK and
France shows that every 1% feeding inaccuracy
costs the average farm over €2,500, with the
bottom 10% having an inaccuracy of over 20%.
This all adds up to a sizeable cost. Forage and
concentrate are expensive to make now, so we
should focus on avoiding waste and making every
bite count, i.e., maximising feed efficiency not just
in the cow but within our whole farm system.

Michael Hanley, CEO Lakeland Dairies; Andrea and William Nicholson; Minister Charlie McConalogue
TD; Alan Nicholson; Niall Matthews (Chairman, Lakeland Dairies); David Gunn, Easyfix (Sponsor); and
Mark Gibson, Farm Staff Member.

The winners emerged from among 3,200 farm families across 16 counties who produce
milk for the 2bn litres Lakeland Dairies milk pool. The awards were presented by Minister
for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Charlie McConalogue TD, with Lakeland Dairies
Chairman Niall Matthews and Group Chief Executive Michael Hanley at a special event on
Thursday 23rd June.
Speaking at the awards, Minister Charlie McConalogue said: “To win an award where
you are recognised by your own co-op for having produced a top-quality product is a
truly remarkable achievement. Producing high-quality milk is not something that is done
overnight. It is a lifetime’s achievement and the result of a commitment to excellence
every time you step into the parlour and every breeding decision you make. I commend
all the Lakeland Dairies farm families who are the bedrock of a hugely impressive crossborder operation. The co-op is a shining beacon of sustainably exporting world-class
products across the globe. Sustainability is a key priority for the Lakeland Dairies farm
families and the entire co-op and I pay tribute to this drive for continuous improvement.
Both I and the rest of the Government will back this sustainability agenda while
continuing to support the production of world-class food.”
The Supreme Champions of the Lakeland Dairies Milk Quality Awards are William and
Alan Nicholson, Drumacrib, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan. They claimed the accolade for
the exceptionally high quality of milk produced on their farm throughout the past year.
In addition to the Supreme Champions, Lakeland Dairies also announced winners in the
other categories of the Milk Quality Awards.
Lakeland Dairies Group CEO Michael Hanley said: “The population of the world relies on
the quality and integrity of the global food supply chain from farm to fork. This demand
continues to grow and dairy provides the solution. Quality and sustainability are the
building blocks of our entire business and this underpins the trust that our customers
and consumers place in us. The milk producers of Lakeland Dairies have always met this
responsibility with great dedication. I’m delighted to pay tribute to their achievements as
we recognise our milk quality award winners.”
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY
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SAFETY FIRST
A NEW FARM SAFETY TRAINING PROJECT ‘FARM FAMILY CPD’ WAS LAUNCHED RECENTLY BY MINISTER OF STATE MARTIN
HEYDON. HERE, MATT O’KEEFFE TALKS TO THE MINISTER ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF THE INITIATIVE.

is impacted by that as well as the future of the
farm in many instances. This comes back to the
fact that there is a culture in Irish agriculture
of near misses and almost a badge of honour
of escaping a close encounter with death or
injury. If we can reduce the number of near
misses and dangerous events on farms, we will
reduce the number of accidents and deaths on
farms. This is about addressing all these issues
and the CPD approach for farm safety training
online is a really innovative way of approaching
this challenging situation.”

Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Martin Heydon along with Embrace
FARM founders Brian and Norma Rohan and their children, Emily, Julie, and Liam who recently launched and
planted a tree in honour of the ninth annual Embrace FARM Annual Remembrance Service which took place
on June 26th as a physical event for the first time since 2019.

Martin Heydon includes Farm Safety
among his responsibilities as Minister of
State at the Department of Agriculture.
It is a responsibility he takes very seriously,
which is hardly surprising given the
dreadful statistics relating to farm accidents
and deaths in Ireland. CPD (Continuous
Professional Development) is a new initiative
in relation to farm safety and last month the
Minister launched the programme on the
Daniels Farm in South Kilkenny.
“The fact is that Irish farms are the most
dangerous workplaces in the country. We
have to all work together to change that
situation and make our farms much safer
places, not only for the farmer but for the
wider farm family living on the farm as well
as visitors, in whatever capacity, to the farm.
CPD is one of a range of initiatives that I
have introduced through the Department
of Agriculture and It is one of eight projects
consisting of locally led ideas that we are
supporting in the Department. The hope is
that what we learn through these initiatives
from the hundreds of participating farmers
can provide a model to scale up for use all
around the country, quite possibly under a
future CAP.”

AN ONLINE APPROACH
Online learning may have been an alien
concept for many farmers prior to Covid. That
is no longer the case, as the Minister confirms
“The communications landscape has
changed fundamentally. Farmers were early
adoptees of online meetings when Covid
stopped physical meetings. That has further
developed since to the extent that online is
now an accepted part of everyone’s lives. At
times online can be more effective and time
efficient than physical meetings.”
The statistics of farm fatalities and accidents
were highlighted by the Kildare TD: “Two
hundred and twenty-two people killed
since 2010 make Irish farms, by far, the most
dangerous workplaces in the economy. It is
a shocking statistic because it is not only
those people themselves, but also the same
number of families and the same number of
communities that are changed forever in the
blink of an eye because of these tragedies
on farms. None of those individuals thought
such a tragedy would happen to them. What
those fatality figures do not touch on is the
number of people affected by life-changing
injuries, who survive, but their lives are
changed utterly and forever. The whole family
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY

PROOF OF SUCCESS
Results-based schemes are now the norm in
agriculture-related initiatives. The CPD is no
different, Minister Heydon asserts: “The EIP
(European Innovation Partnership) funding
model being used takes a locally sourced
and led initiative which is then finessed,
funded and established. We then monitor it
and learn from it with a reporting mechanism
built in so that everyone across Europe can
look at the results, how well it has worked
and what has not worked as well. We learn
whether the initiative can be scaled up for
national or EU wide application. That allows
decisions to be made on the usefulness of
the format for farmers, for their families and
the broader community. Identifying the risks
and hazards that cause accidents and deaths
is a key aspect of reducing them. Previously,
EIP funding has been used mainly for
environmental initiatives and this is a novel use
of the funding mechanism to address issues
around farm safety.
PROTECTING FOOD SECURITY
Broadening the conversation, Martin Heydon
expounded on the government’s reaction
to current food, feed and energy chain
challenges: “We have seen inflation rising
across the economy and nowhere more so
than in agriculture where higher production
costs, driven by higher energy and fertiliser
charges, have fed into food price inflation.
Our interventions in agriculture have been
very targeted. Right now, we do not have
feed or food security issues and we don’t
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want them to develop in the coming months. So, our interventions have
included the silage and grain crops schemes, as well as supports for
the pig and horticulture sectors. We have focussed on those areas most
impacted, and our aim is to support farmers, whether that is in growing
sufficient grass and ensuring adequate forage supplies for next winter,
or in alleviating the challenges faced by pig producers, acknowledging
the difficulties because of the huge cost increases of fertiliser, feed and
energy. We also eliminated all excise levies from green diesel among
other initiatives. We will continue to monitor the situation through the
Feed and Fodder Committee to ensure that our feed and food system is
robust enough. The autumn Budget will have a keen focus on the situation
as it develops.”

TRAJECTORY OF CHANGE
Minister Heydon does not anticipate any major changes in the EU’s
proposed Green Deal and Farm to Fork strategies: “The environmental
challenges we face are real and substantial. We see the changes
in weather patterns, so this is not about us stepping back from our
responsibilities. If we do that, we will make life harder for ourselves
in the future. Farming is on a journey and a trajectory of change in
terms of making our farming and food production systems more
environmentally friendly and I don’t see us stopping that trajectory.
We will continue to support farmers in that change period. What I do
think the war in Ukraine has done is to help us in Ireland to resist any
reduction in funding for the CAP. We promoted greater contributions
from EU Member States to offset the absence of UK contributions. Some
Member States were unwilling to increase funding and I saw that as
a complacency as to the value of the CAP and the safeguarding of its
original aims of protecting food security. Complacency regarding food
security is a dangerous mindset and the Ukrainian crisis has shown
that we do need to have more focus on European food security in terms
of feeding ourselves and providing food for other nations who cannot
feed themselves from their own resources. Many countries across the
world are overwhelmingly dependent of EU and Ukrainian and Russian
grain. Many are now facing into a very difficult time in terms of having
enough food for their people. In that situation there must be concerns
around civil unrest, forced migration and movement of people trying to
avoid starvation. That will eventually come to our door in Europe. This
is surely enough reason for us not to be complacent about growing
sufficient food in the EU.”
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM
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THE
GREENING
OF MARKS
& SPENCER

MARKS & SPENCER RETAIL STORES DEPEND HEAVILY ON MEAT PRODUCED IN IRELAND. STEVE MCLEAN - HEAD OF
AGRICULTURE & FISHERIES AND BUSINESS LEAD FOR LOW IMPACT FARMING, M&S FOODS, TELLS ERIN MCCAFFERTY WHY.
When it comes to meat and dairy
production, Ireland has long had a good
relationship with UK retailer Mark &
Spencer. It’s a fact that Steve McLean, Head
of Agriculture & Fisheries and Business
Lead for Low Impact Farming, M&S Foods is
well aware of. He points out that Irish beef,
chicken, potatoes, bread, and eggs are sold
by M&S, not only in M&S stores in Northern
Ireland, but in the Republic of Ireland, and in
many M&S stores in the UK.
“At M&S, we have a proud history of
supporting both Irish and UK farming,
working closely with our over 1,600 select
farm partners in Northern Ireland, to deliver
the highest quality and excellent value meat
for our customers, which total almost 30
million across the UK,” says Steve.
He mentions that suppliers in Northern
Ireland include Dale Farm, Dromona, Moy
Park Ballymena, Karro Foods Ltd, Hovis
Belfast, Skea Egg farms, Avondale Foods,
Lakeland Dairies, Manor Fresh (Glens of
Antrim), Gilfresh, Linden Foods,
Finnebrogue, Genesis,
Mash Direct and
Around

Noon.
Ireland’s sustainability credentials play an
important role in this. “What we look for
in a supplier is similar values in quality,
sustainability and ethical standards,”
says Steve. “We want to build long-term
relationships based on mutual respect.”
Increasingly however sustainability has
become important, not only to the retailer
but to the consumer. “Our customers want
to know that we’re offering food that is both
healthy, sourced from livestock that are
reared in high animal welfare conditions, and
coming from farms that are environmentally
friendly,” says Steve. “We want to work
closely with our suppliers to explore ways to
reduce carbon emissions in agriculture – to
find the best ways to achieve low impact
farming.”
FARMING WITH NATURE PROGRAMME
To this extent, the company has a five-year
Farming with Nature programme, designed
to provide farmers with industry-relevant,
specialist support in the areas of biodiversity,
soil health and water usage. The aim is to
help them become more sustainable and
deliver measurable improvements to their
businesses, whilst encouraging the
uptake of nature-friendly
farming practices.
As part of
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY

the programme, M&S has established 17
indicator and innovation farms across the
UK producing dairy, beef, lamb, pork, turkey,
chicken, and eggs. The farms are supported
by UK M&S-funded specialist industry
partners, such as The Wildlife Trusts, the
Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group, and
the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust
and FERA. All of these farms are currently
trialling new ways of farming in harmony
with nature and measuring environmental
improvements and benefits over time.
“Learnings from these farms will be shared
through knowledge transfer activity and
farm events with other M&S farmers and the
wider industry,” explains Steve. “To support
produce growers in the UK and Northern
Ireland, we’re also delivering Farming with
Nature modules, developed in partnership
with LEAF (Linking Environment and
Farming) Farm to Fork traceability.”
The Farming with Nature programme is
being transformed into a low carbon farming
programme. “We’re currently working with
farmers to listen to their needs and concerns
in order to reshape the programme and
build on the great work to date,” says Steve.
“Our ambition is to have 30% of our products
locally sourced and we’re developing the
plan to understand how we can achieve
this.”
In Northern Ireland, Origin Green, Bord Bia’s
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(The Irish Food Board’s) pioneering food
and drink sustainability programme, has
also attracted M&S to suppliers there. “The
fact that Origin Green performs audits
and verifies the sustainability credentials
of farms in Ireland feeds into our Farm to
Fork traceability credentials which are allimportant to M&S,” says Steve.

facing due
to rising costs and
we’re working closely with our
suppliers to provide additional support,”
says Steve. “Our priority with any support
is to guarantee protection for the farmers
themselves. Were also committed to
paying our dairy farmers a fair price – for

“OUR SELECT FARMS BRAND IS PART OF OUR
WIDER PLAN A INITIATIVE, WHICH IS OUR
COMMITMENT AS A BUSINESS TO BUILDING A
MORE SUSTAINABLE FUTURE. WE’RE THE ONLY
NATIONAL RETAILER THAT CAN TRACE 100% OF
OUR BEEF BACK TO THE FARM AND ANIMAL IT
CAME FROM, WE SELL 100% OUTDOOR-BRED
PORK AND 100% BRITISH CHICKEN,”
SELECT FARMS
M&S has already been operating a Select
Farms programme for many years and
prides itself on the Farm to Fork traceability
of its meat and dairy products. “Our
products come from farmers we know and
trust, and we have more RSPCA Assured
products than any other national retailer,”
says Steve. “That means you can rest
assured they adhere to our animal-welfare
and environmental-protection standards.
“Our Select Farms brand is part of our wider
Plan A initiative, which is our commitment
as a business to building a more
sustainable future. We’re the only national
retailer that can trace 100% of our beef back
to the farm and animal it came from, we sell
100% outdoor-bred pork and 100% British
chicken,” he adds.
M&S is currently driving greater volume
for farmers by investing further in its
Remarksable range, which includes
meat, dairy, bread and produce. It aims
to offer these products at value without
compromising on the quality, or its sourcing
standards and without negatively impacting
suppliers.
INFLATION
Like all businesses at the moment, it is
however feeling the effects of inflation. “We
recognise the exceptional circumstances
farmers across the UK and Ireland are

example, since 1999 our M&S Milk Pledge
has guaranteed our dairy pool farmers a
fair and sustainable price, giving them the
security to invest in higher animal welfare
standards.”
And while sales of meat and dairy remain
high, Steve is aware of the trend for plantbased foods in recent years. “We believe
that both meat and dairy and plant-based
foods play a valuable role in a balanced
diet,” he says. “As a result, we have a clear
strategy to grow sales in both categories,
but we want customers to eat high quality,
high welfare meat and dairy products.”
The relationship between Northern
Ireland and M&S is an important one to
the company but has been hindered in
recent times by Brexit. Steve is however
hopeful that a solution can be found that
ensures a continued mutually beneficial
connection. “Our mindset is that we want
to grow our business in Northern Ireland,”
he says. “Current arrangements with the
Northern Ireland protocol make it that
much harder. That’s why we need the UK
Government to agree a solution with the
EU that takes into account the safety and
high standards in the UK, streamlines, and
digitalises the processes and removes the
burdensome checks on every delivery.
Northern Ireland is an important supplier
of meat and dairy products for M&S. Let’s
hope that continues.”
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM
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POTATO
CONGRESS
SUCCESS
MICHAEL HOEY OF COUNTRY CREST, IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE IRISH POTATO FEDERATION.
HERE HE LOOKS BACK ON THE SUCCESS OF THE CONGRESS WITH SATISFACTION.
It was quite a coup by the Irish Potato
Federation to secure the World Potato
Congress for Dublin. The Congress
attracted delegates from across the world to
the RDS back in early June and the fourday event provided a showcase for Irish
potato production as well as discussing the
importance of the crop in global terms. The
challenges facing the industry internationally
were mirrored in the Irish experiences of
fewer producers, greater competition from
other carbohydrate sources and rising
production costs.
A COLLABORATIVE EVENT
Michael Hoey of Country Crest, the Dublinbased vegetable producer, is the president of
the Irish Potato Federation. He looked back
on the Congress with satisfaction: “Securing
the Congress was a lot of work undertaken

in collaboration with Teagasc, Bord Bia and
the Irish Tourism Board. It is a massive agri
conference in international terms, with more
than one thousand delegates from dozens
of countries attending. It was ‘edge of the
seat’ stuff for the months leading up to the
Congress as the Covid pandemic waned,
but we couldn’t be certain that it wouldn’t
take off again and prevent the Congress
from happening. When it comes to potato
production in Ireland, we punch way above
our weight, in growing potatoes, in potato
research across production, protection,
harvesting and storing potatoes we are as
good as, or better than any other country in
the world. Not only did the Congress highlight
our industry it also served to introduce Irish
potatoes and other horticultural products to
new market opportunities internationally.”
The international prestige of the World

Potato Congress can be gleaned from the
speaker line-up. The EU Commissioner
for Agriculture was present as was the
Director-General of the UN’s Food Forum.
Add in a stellar international and local range
of speakers across nutrition, research,
marketing, agronomy and production and
the success of the Irish Potato Congress was
understandable.
CHALLENGES TO THE POTATO
One of the biggest challenges facing
potato producers is that there has been
an acceptance among consumers that
the potato is a very cheap commodity, as
Michael Hoey stressed: “Potatoes are taken
for granted sometimes, though they are the
third most important foodstuff on the planet
behind wheat and rice. People can survive on
potatoes and when consumers are looking
to feed their families on a tight budget there
is nothing better than potatoes. I have to
emphasise the versatility of the potato. If you
just go onto the Bord Bia website and click on
potato.ie you will see a wide selection of the
recipes for potatoes stretching from boiled to
baked to gratin potatoes and dozens of other
potato cooking recipes in between.”
COMMITTED GROWERS
James O’Shea and his family have been
growing potatoes and other vegetables
in South Kilkenny and further afield for
generations: “My father and his three brothers
started off the company, now known as Iverk
Produce in the late 1960s and we have been
growing potatoes across the South-East ever
since. Good soil conditions are important for
quality and quantity when growing potatoes
and the region is well suited to the crop. We
work with forty growers across the region so
that there is a continuous supply of potatoes
across the season from early varieties to main
crops. The Irish potato industry has a great
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A LASTING LEGACY
Michael confirmed the intention to have the
Irish Congress leave a lasting legacy: “Tom
Arnold told the Congress delegates of plans
in place to initiate a long-term programme
for people in the poorer regions of the world
to benefit from the versatility, nutrition and
adaptability of the potato as a food source.”

Michael Hoey, President, Irish Potato Federation; Tara McCarthy, former CEO, Bord Bia; and Charlie
McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, launching the 11th World Potato Congress

history, not only of growing potatoes but of
developing new varieties. The Rooster, for
instance is now an internationally popular
variety. It was bred by a research team led
by Carlow-based Teagasc researcher Harry
Kehoe and then initially propagated by the
Phelan family in Kilkenny just outside the
city. The Rooster now accounts for sixty-five
percent of maincrop sales. It has performed
consistently over many years, so it is durable.
It is high quality in terms of versatility of use,
skin quality, yield and resistance to disease.
It also stores well for extended periods. It
tastes great and looks good so it really is
everything you could ask of a potato variety.”
This year’s Irish potato crop got off to a great
start with excellent sowing and growing
conditions. As the crops moved into June
an increasing soil moisture deficit meant
that many growers had to resort to irrigation
to drive growth and yield: “Potatoes need
plenty of moisture and there seems to be an
increasing threat of drought in this region
over the past few years.”
CONSUMER PREFERENCES
Michael Hoey outlined the increasingly
selective demands of the Irish consumer:
“The Potato Congress and the different
promotions coordinated by Bord Bia give
us a great opportunity to show what can be
done with the potato, and the huge offering
we have for consumers. We can honestly
say that what we have with the potato as a
food option can please the most discerning
of consumers. There is so much choice
out there now in the entire food sector

that we can’t assume that consumers will
automatically choose potatoes as part
of their everyday diet. We are competing
with different foods not only grown and
produced in Ireland there are food choices
from every corner of the world available on
supermarket and greengrocers’ shelves.
The potato is part of our DNA, and has been
for hundreds of years, but we can’t take
anything for granted. We have to keep the
potato front and centre to attract loyalty and
consumer preference for our product. Per
head of population, we do eat mor potatoes
than almost anywhere else but that does not
mean we should be complacent and we are
not complacent.”
We also realise that we have big challenges,
the biggest being the cost of production,
harvesting, storage and transport and
recent cost increases have added to that
cost significantly. Potatoes are now a very
expensive crop to grow, just like other
vegetable crops.”
These are facts with which James O’Shea
fully concurs: “The investments made
by growers in recent years have been
extraordinary. Take storage, for instance.
Growers now have facilities in place to allow
potatoes to maintain high quality throughout
the year so that the consumer always has
a top class product. That all costs money to
put in place initially and the recent energy
cost increases have really driven those
storage costs, especially, through the roof.
Add in diesel, fertiliser and labour and it’s
not hard to see where the additional costs
are coming from.”
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM
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ORNUA
COMES
OUT
ON TOP

DESPITE THE CHALLENGES OF THE LAST YEAR, ORNUA, THE IRISH AGRI-FOOD CO-OPERATIVE, HAS ANNOUNCED A RECORD
TURNOVER. CEO OF ORNUA, JOHN JORDAN TALKS TO ERIN MCCAFFERTY
Last year was a record year across all
financial metrics for Ornua, according to
recent results that show turnover for the
Irish agri-food co-operative is up from
6.9 per cent on 2020, to €2.5 billion. Group
operating profit also rose by 1.3 per cent, to
just under €154 million. In addition, the co-op
recorded a jump in net assets, which are up 11
per cent to €670 million.
“It’s a really good performance from the team,
given that we were facing a lot of issues and
still going through Covid at the time,” says
Ornua CEO, John Jordan.

The results were influenced he says by a
change in people’s eating habits due to Covid.
“At the start of 2021 we assumed that people
would go back to their old eating habits and
that there would be a rebalance of how we
spent money on food,” says John. “But in fact,
2021 turned out to be a lot like the year before,
in that we were still experiencing rolling
lockdowns.”
The market was however different for each
country selling Irish dairy products, as each
opened at different times and post-covid,
no real pattern has yet emerged in eating
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY

patterns. How we spend money on food is
however being affected by inflation.
PRICE INFLATION
While consumers have already experienced
price rises due to inflation John says there are
more to come.” Will dairy products become
too expensive? Will consumers trade down to
private label? Or will they buy on promotion or
switch out categories? It’s something we will
have to watch very carefully over the next six
months or so,” he adds.
The challenge at farm level has been a rise
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million, paid out to coops in Ireland for
premium and cash bonuses in 2021. “If you
look back to five years ago that was €30
million, which is quite an increase,” he says.
He’s hopeful that Irish dairy farming can
weather the storm of inflation. “If you go back
four years ago, we were completely focused
on Brexit. But Brexit sort of never really
happened to the extent that we thought it
would. In the meantime, we’ve had Covid, the
Suez Canal issue, supply chain issues, and
tariffs in the US. But we’ve just responded and
dealt with all of those issues, and we have a
great team, who are close to our customers

financial support and practical measures
to put supports in place to change that,” he
adds. “I believe the government and the EU
have a responsibility to support that.”
He refers to legislation, brought in under the
climate action bill, which means that even
though Irish dairy farmers already have
high standards, they need to be even more
efficient. “Those standards are being driven
by customers and consumers, but in Ireland
they’re now law, and I believe Irish farmers
will step up.”
All of this helps our reputation abroad as
people around the world are increasingly

“OUR JOB AT ORNUA IS TO TRY
TO CAPTURE THE VALUE OF THE
MARKET AND PAY THAT BACK
TO THE CO-OP TO HELP THEM
SUPPORT MILK PRICES.”

in the price of input costs, with dramatic
increases in the cost of feed, fuel, and
fertiliser this year. The war in the Ukraine
has also exacerbated the issue. As a result,
despite year-on-year financial increases,
dairy farmers here have not seen the margins
they would have expected. “Dairy farmers in
the main have seen on-farm profitability rise
in the last number of years and the Teagasc
report is forecasting a further increase in
margins, but they are still relatively tight
margins,” says John. “Our job at Ornua is to try
to capture the value of the market and pay
that back to the co-op to help them support
milk prices.”
He points to Ornua’s Value Payment of €78

and our consumers. If we’re hit with more
surprises down the line, we just have to step
up and deal with them and we have a proven
track record though of doing that.”
Sustainability and reputation
Irish farmers are already ahead of the game
when it comes to sustainability and this, says
John marks them out. “The great thing about
Irish farming is that it’s a family farm grassfed system,” he says. “What’s more, we are
one of the most carbon efficient producers of
dairy in the world.”
There are improvements to be made in
relation to the environment however and
Irish farmers need support in carrying them
out. “It’s important that our sustainability
story isn’t undermined by EPA reports on the
quality of water saying Irish river quality is
deteriorating year on year,” says John. Farmers
need help with that.
“If you look at the dairy supply chain, 93 per
cent of greenhouse gas emissions happen
within the farm gate and farmers also need
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM

aware that Irish dairy products are not only
premium quality, but sustainably produced.
“That shows through in the simplicity of the
quality of product,” says John. “Irish dairy
products are superior to others. For example,
if you take a packet of Kerrygold butter and
put it beside butter from Land O’ Lakes in the
US, they are very different products and ours
is superior – it’s more yellow, its softer and its
creamier.”
BRANDED BUSINESS
Ornua has experienced particular growth
in its branded business. For example, its
acquisition last year of Whitehall Specialities
Foods in the US is seen as a win. “We’re
currently going through a five-year planning
process that will see us out to 2027,” says
John. “We certainly see growth in our
existing business, and we have a pipeline
of acquisitions that we would like to look at
over the short to medium term. It’s all very
positive.”
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A RICH HARVEST OF
TECH SOLUTIONS
FOR ANIMAL HEALTH
AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY IS HAVING A PROFOUND IMPACT ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND FARMER LIFESTYLE WHILE DRIVING
GREATER EFFICIENCY AND MORE SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION ON BEEF AND DAIRY FARMS. THAT’S THE VIEW OF WILLIAM
MINCHIN, RUMINANT BUSINESS UNIT DIRECTOR, MSD ANIMAL HEALTH
“The agricultural industry is facing
some of the biggest challenges ever
experienced. As an industry we have
to meet the demand for food from the
growing population while ensuring the
economic, environmental and social
sustainability of food production is
enhanced. In addition, we must maintain
our focus on antimicrobial resistance
(AMR), animal welfare and food traceability.
Fundamental to overcoming these challenges
is agricultural technology and animal
vaccination.”
In cattle management, the adoption of
wearable technology, and data collection
capabilities, has risen exponentially during
the last two years, he notes. “This has
happened for several reasons but one of
the strongest drivers has been the lack
of availability of skilled labour. There are
an extra half a million cows on the island
of Ireland and Teagasc research shows
that an additional 4,000 skilled people are
needed to manage this increased workload.
Unfortunately, that labour is just not available.
As a result, farmers are having to turn to
technology to bridge this gap. The advantage
of this pivot to technology is that it empowers
farms to expand while at the same time
remaining mainly family-owned and run.”

a warranty of four years.” Both collar and ear
tag versions work in basically the same way
and utilise the same technology which allows

COLLAR AND EAR TAG TECHNOLOGY
MSD Animal Health’s SenseHub product range
has played a significant role in this new wave
of technological solutions being applied on
farms across the country. “The SenseHub
product provides farmers with two options
depending on their requirements. The collar
option comes with a battery life expectancy
of seven years, as well as a warranty of five
years. There is also an ear tag option with
the new Version 2 which was launched late
last year. It has a battery life of five years and
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY

them to assess 10 different animal behaviours.
William says that MSD Animal Health have
found that most farmers make the initial
SenseHub collar purchase for its heat
detection capabilities. “The collars pick up
heats with more than 90% accuracy and
that’s the aspect of the product that attracts
most farmer interest in the beginning.
“Once farmers have got the collars in place,
and have the tech up and running on farm,
the feedback we receive indicates that even
wider benefits are achieved around health
and early detection of disease.”
The SenseHub technology can pick up an
extensive range of health issues such as subacute ruminal acidosis, ketosis, milk fever,
grass tetany, and much more.
Farmers can manage their farms with greater
ease and efficiency, particularly during high
pressure periods like the breeding season:
“SenseHub enables Irish dairy farmers to now
go on holidays during the breeding season if
they want to. In the past, farmers faced into 12
weeks of a breeding season having already
gone through a busy period of calving all
their cows in a 12-week block. This degree of
change, which optimises farm productivity
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and transforms the farmer’s quality of life,
is the reason we are seeing such a rush to
adopt technology on farms.”
CONTINUOUS INNOVATION
SenseHub collars are only part of the story
of MSD Animal Health’s mission to drive
technology adoption on farms, according to
William: “We also provide the Allflex Drafting
Gate Technology which offers automated
separation of individual cows from the dairy
herd. It links up with SenseHub to help
further reduce the reliance on labour. More

FERTILITY AND UDDER HEALTH
William highlights two immediate aspects of
animal health and welfare where farming can
benefit from integrating veterinary expertise
and technology: Fertility and udder health.
“Fertility is an obvious area where tech can
facilitate greater targeting in synchronisation
protocols, more accurate timing of sexed
semen and improvements in KPIs, such as
six-week pregnancy rates and submission
rates.
“SCC opens up a massive opportunity for vets
to work with clients to bring about significant

A SCIENTIFIC PERSPECTIVE
William Minchin, Ruminant Business
Unit Director, MSD Animal Health
is from Rathornan, Leighlinbridge
Carlow. Just turned 40, he’s married
to Grainne and they have two
children, Rachel and Isabel, with a
third on the way.
Having grown up on a small, parttime beef farm, William graduated
from UCD in 2005 with a degree
in agricultural science. After
completing a PhD in animal science
at Teagasc Moorepark in 2008,
he spent two years as a research
scientist at Teagasc Grange, where
his work focused on beef production
systems. Prior to joining MSD, he
spent four years as livestock product
manager with Zoetis.
years. There are profitability and productivity
benefits for everyone across the value chain,
including consumers.”

than half of farmers that have purchased
SenseHub are installing our drafting gate.
With a full integration between our SenseHub
technology and our drafting gates, the system
automatically drafts cows for insemination
or health interventions which is extremely
labour saving.”
MSD Animal Health is also developing a
number of solutions in its milking technology
portfolio such as SenseHub milk meters and
somatic cell count (SCC) sensors.
“We will be launching SenseHub milk meters
before the end of the year. These meters can
measure milk yield, protein, butterfat, lactose
and conductivity, which gives an indication of
that cow’s SCC.”
William says that this technology can provide
the basis for deeper, more informed farmervet dialogue, improved animal welfare and
greater farm sustainability:
“These developments will soon be part of the
day-to-day reality of farming. They will enable
vets to track the response to treatment and
response to surgery at an individual cow level
but also to offer a consultancy service at herd
level to farmer clients looking to work with
their vet to fine-tune herd performance.”

improvements in udder health. SenseHub
SCC sensors deliver automated california
milk tests (CMT). Farmers can measure SCC
levels in every cow, every day. The results
are presented within a couple of minutes
of cupping the cow. They’re then displayed
as an alert in the parlour. They can also be
connected to the cloud to provide even more
precise data.”
This technology will allow vets to work
with their farmers to implement selective
dry cow therapy and to segment cows into
groups – customising dry-cow therapy at
an individual cow level as opposed to herd
level. “It will also allow the early detection of
mastitis during lactation leading to higherquality milk, greater profit for the farmer
and more successful health outcomes from
treatment as a result of earlier intervention.
Another benefit is that the technology enables
grouping of sub-clinical cows to be milked
last, thus avoiding the spread of infection
through the herd.”
According to William: “These technologies
and the insights provided by the data they
deliver, have the capability to change the
face of Irish agriculture over the next 10
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
William has a lot of confidence in the future
of Irish agriculture: “The agriculture industry
has huge resilience and has survived foot and
mouth, BSE, world wars, COVID-19 and much
more. We will find the solutions to our many
challenges, but we need to be given the time
and space to find these solutions.”
The agriculture industry is only beginning
to see the benefits that data collection can
offer, in William’s view: “Analysts at Insider
Intelligence predict there will be nearly 12
million agricultural sensors installed globally
by 2023. Also, tech giant IBM estimates that
the average farm can generate half a million
data points per day – helping farmers to
improve yields and increase profit but most
importantly improve their sustainability.”
William concludes: “At MSD Animal Health,
we are constantly seeking out opportunities
to achieve synergies and find new solutions
for our customers and the wider industry. An
exciting area we are looking into for the future
is the deployment of camera technology
which will allow us to pick up issues in
relation to animal locomotion and lameness.
That’s just one example. There’s exciting
potential for a raft of innovations in the next
three to five years that will make meaningful
changes to animal health and increase onfarm efficiency.”
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A NEW ERA
THE CHALLENGES FACING BOTH FARMERS AND VETS REGARDING NEW MEDICINE REGULATIONS, WITH A PARTICULAR FOCUS
ON ANTIMICROBIALS, WILL REQUIRE CLOSER COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE TWO TOWARDS IMPROVING ANIMAL HEALTH
PRACTICES AND DISEASE PREVENTION. HERE, MARTIN BLAKE, CHIEF VETERINARY OFFICER (CVO) AT THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND THE MARINE, DISCUSSES THE ROAD AHEAD.

Having worked through the Covid
restrictions, like many others, Martin
Blake experienced an increased level of
virtual meetings, which are now slowly
reverting back to in-person – but he notes
that there have been lasting changes to
people’s perceptions to disease control
and hygiene as a result of the pandemic:
“We continued to do our work throughout
Covid restrictions, with people on the ground
in meat plants, ports etc, but we didn’t have
the same direct contact with many staff and
managers and, like everyone else, we were
sucked into Zoom or Webex meetings which
were challenging. But people adapted. The
work had to continue; we needed to deal with
difficult issues such as outbreaks of avian
influenza and ongoing Brexit-related items. It
is great to now be back to in-person meetings,
at EU level as well in the overarching context
of the EU mandate.
“One thing that I have witnessed as a result

of Covid is that the experience of a pandemic
with a human disease has possibly changed
the public’s perspective regarding the type
of work we deal with in the animal world,
such as Avian influenza and African Swine
Fever. A lot of the application of biosecurity
measures or hygiene measures around
Covid are the same things we have to do
with animals in our work. So, there might be
a broader understanding in general society
now regarding how to deal with infectious
disease and the challenges that this brings
and decisions around vaccination for example.
These are issue in the animal kingdom we are
dealing with in our department.”
WORKING TOGETHER
Another area that Martin points to in
relation to the past two years has been the
importance of the already strong collaborative
relationships evident across Ireland’s agri-food
sector. “These strong relationships – between
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM

Government, research bodies, industry and
the farming community – were so important
during this time and stood to us. Developing
good relationships takes time and effort but
once they are established it is much easier
to reach out and continue that relationship; it
is much harder to develop this virtually. Our
strong relationship with organisations such as
FSAI, AHI, Teagasc and the Marine Institute, for
example, assist us in our work across animal
health and food safety issues.”
AMR
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a key issue
globally and, with new regulations coming
into play this year, farmers and vets need
to work together on animal health issues
to create new habits and different ways to
deal with disease prevention. But Martin is
very positive regarding Ireland’s position
here. “We have to recall that when it comes
to the whole issue of AMR, we have been
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working on this across all
sectors in animal health and
on the environment for some
years now. The Department
of Agriculture has hosted a
stakeholder group since 2017
to deal with agri-environmental
issues and in the overall National
Action Plan (iNAP) we have been
addressing the AMR challenge.
One of the key reasons for the
new medicine regulations is to
support the fight against AMR
and that brought into play issues
around the appropriate use and
stewardship of antimicrobials,
the data around capturing this
and, on the ground, dealing with
prophylactic use, which will be
severely restricted and that will
impact on the relationship and
conversation between vets and
farmers.”
Data capture is an area of
increasing importance in the
mix here, Martin explains, and
he notes that they have been
developing a national system in
relation to this with stakeholders
for the past 12-18 months.
Martin also explains that Ireland
is well positioned to address
the challenges that are coming
down the line: “There are some
good news stories in Ireland
when it comes to antimicrobial
usage – the more you use, the
greater resistance you develop
and the poultry sector use very
little antibiotics, so this sector
is strong. Where we do have
challenges is in the pig sector.
The Farm to Fork Strategy
sets targets for countries on
antimicrobials and we have to
respond to this but, in general
in the livestock farming, Ireland
is not an excessive user of
antimicrobials.”

health is important for quite a
number of perspectives: from
an economic perspective to the
farmer, from a social perspective
regarding dealing with AMR, and
it also contributes to reducing
emissions. If you improve the
health of your animals it has a
positive impact on the climate
in relation to carbon emissions
output so animal health is critical
in the whole conversation around
sustainability.”

“Ireland has a lot of advantages
from an animal health
perspective; our farming
systems are generally robust and
sustainable and we have strong
supports and advisory bodies
to assist farmers and agri-food
processers. We are developing
more support systems in
relation to biosecurity and
also antiparasitic use. Overall,
the general trend has been
towards a drop in the use of

CLIMATE ACTION
Martin also points to the
fact that good animal health
practices lead to efficiencies
on farm, which, in turn, should
contribute to efforts towards
climate action. “Good animal
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM

antimicrobials in the system – it
is hard to measure this because
the data we are using is in
relation to sales and this can
be relatively crude. As we move
into capturing more precise
data that will be more refined
and it will help further focus on
ways to reduce antimicrobial
use and support animal health
across the board. This will benefit
the animal, the farmer and the
environment.”
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IGA SHEEP CONFERENCE
HIGHLIGHTS MASTITIS
ISSUE
AS RYAN DUFFY, MRCVS, POINTED OUT IN HIS PRESENTATION TO THIS YEAR’S IRISH GRASSLAND ASSOCIATION SHEEP
CONFERENCE, OVINE MASTITIS IS AN EXTREMELY UNDER-APPRECIATED, INFECTIOUS DISEASE FOUND IN SHEEP FLOCKS
WORLDWIDE. RYAN HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE DISEASE FOR ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE INCLUDING MILK
QUALITY AND QUANTITY, LAMB GROWTH, AS WELL AS THE OVERALL VIABILITY OF THE FARM ENTERPRISE.
The UCD-qualified vet put the Irish
situation in context: “The 2020 sheep
census shows there were over 2.6
million on Irish farms. All of these
are susceptible to both contagious
and environmental mastitis due to
physiological demands, management
regimes and frequent environmental
deficiencies imposed on them in an Irish
production setting.”
Ryan Duffy added that ovine mastitis in
under-diagnosed and under-reported with no
routine surveillance of the national flock being
carried out - there were only seven cases
reported in the All Island Animal Disease
Surveillance Reports between 2011 and 2020.
PREVENTATIVE MEDICINE
Ryan has gleaned a wealth of experience
through several years of general practice
in Ireland and New Zealand. In addition, he
has completed a farm animal clinical studies
internship in the UCD referral veterinary
hospital and a post graduate certificate in
dairy herd health. He is currently undertaking
a Masters in Ruminant Nutrition in Harper
Adams University. With a particular interest
in preventative medicine, Ryan broke his
presentation to the IGA conference into seven

sections, including Disease Presentation,
Clinical Signs, Causative Agents, Risk Factors:
the source and spread, Diagnosis, Treatment,
and Prevention.
Referring again to the under-appreciation
of the cost of mastitis occurrence in ewes,
Ryan said that many farmers do not know
the extent of the problem in their flocks
unless there are ewes experiencing peracute
gangrenous mastitis or sudden deaths.
This is, as he points out, because there is
irregular inspection of the mammary gland on
most commercial enterprises which allows
the establishment of chronic infections,
ultimately limiting treatment success and the
lifespan of the ewe as she will not be able to
provide adequate sustenance for her lambs
or produce quality milk for the sheep milk
market, in the event the flock is dedicated to
sheep milk production. There is, it should be
noted, far greater likelihood of detection in
commercial milking ewes compared to lamb
rearing ewes.
LIMITING MASTITIS IMPACT
Ryan insists that increasing the recognition
of both clinical and sub-clinical mastitis
is of the greatest importance to limit the
impact this infectious disease has on animal
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health and welfare and farm profitability. His
well-researched paper provides plenty of
source material and references to back up his
statements. The cost of mastitis, for instance
is referenced from studies carried out by
Larsgard and Vaabenoe in 1993. They confirm
that the costs of masistis in sheep flocks
include direct productivity and longevity
costs as well as, for instance, increased
requirements for artificial lamb rearing and
labour costs.
Every attempt, Ryan states, must be made to
prevent the condition, through flock health
plans provided by an agricultural advisor
and the farmer’s veterinary surgeon: “These
include practical strategies to reduce both
contagious and environmental mastitis such
as appropriate milking routine alterations
(for dairy milk ewes), targeted culling,
environmental improvements, breeding
programmes and a targeted vaccination
protocol.”
THE VACCINE OPTION
In reference to the vaccination option, there
is, as Ryan mentions, a licensed vaccination
for use in Ireland that confers protection
against the most common cause of bacterial
mastitis, Staphylococcus Aureus, and sub-
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clinical mastitis, CNS. He advises that vaccination should be strongly
considered by any shepherd who prioritises quality milk in their ewes
or has been experiencing issues with ovine mastitis in their flocks.
There is also particular benefit for those flock-keepers who breed
high value animals and want to maximise their growth potential. Ryan
summarised the benefits of vaccination for Staph Aureus prevention
as “a tool to take the headache of staphylococcal mastitis out of the
equation.”
MINIMISING CONTAGION
That is not to say that the IGA speaker considers vaccination as a
‘cure-all’ approach to mastitis prevention. He also highlighted the main
sources and spread patterns of mastitis in ewes with a view to physical

“USUALLY IN IRELAND THE HOUSED EWES
ARE HEAVILY PREGNANT AND IN THE
PERIPARTURIENT PERIOD (AROUND LAMBING)
DURING ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS
AND THEREFORE SUBJECT TO THE POTENTIAL
OF METABOLIC CONDITIONS SUCH AS
PREGNANCY TOXAEMIA AND HYPOCALCAEMIA
WHICH CAN NEGATIVELY AFFECT ENERGY
METABOLISM, IMMUNOCOMPETENCE AND
NEUROMUSCULAR FUNCTION.”

housed ewes are heavily pregnant and in the periparturient period
(around lambing) during adverse weather conditions and therefore
subject to the potential of metabolic conditions such as pregnancy
toxaemia and hypocalcaemia which can negatively affect energy
metabolism, immunocompetence and neuromuscular function.”
He quoted studies showing that a high stocking rate had an adverse
effect on milk production and flock health, with a positive effect on udder
health seen in sheep provided with two metres squared each. Limited
ventilation and insufficient straw bedding have also been recognised as
risk factors, he concluded, quoting the motto of ‘the solution is dilution’.
DEADLY STATISTICS
If any sheep farmer underestimates the prevalence of mastitis and
its impact on flock health and overall enterprise profitability, Ryan
highlighted statistics from British data on clinical mastitis prevalence
at slaughter, which showed that there was a range from 15 to 50%
prevalence, suggesting that many flocks experience issues and that
this is an important cause of culling. Studies have shown that 46% of
voluntary culling in UK lowland flocks were attributed to mastitis. In
contrast to voluntary culling, the vet concluded: “Two separate studies
have found that between 8.4% and 12.8% of ewe deaths were due to
intramammary infections, respectively.”
Ultimately, it should be noted that one of the main causes of underreporting of mastitis in sheep flocks is down to the economics of treating
mastitis which may have already become chronic. The treatment cost,
allied to often poor prognosis, is a deterrent to veterinary intervention.

prevention and/or containment. These bacteria are highly contagious,
causing high somatic cell counts and are notoriously difficult to treat,
so minimising the opportunity for spread is clearly important, as
Ryan emphasised to his IGA audience: “Vasileiou et al. describes the
prevalence of Staph mammary carriage as 6.5%. This can be spread
by any fomite (objects or materials which are likely to carry infection)
which facilitates transmission from one ewe to another. In the case of
milking ewes, by milker’s hands, udder cloths, liners, or malfunctioning
milking machines. For a lamb production flock, suckling lambs cannot
be removed as a potential biotic fomite.”
HOUSING
Ryan presentation pointed to the housing period for ewes as the highest
risk period, ahead of the post weaning period: “Usually in Ireland the
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LATEST RESEARCH IN
PIG NUTRITION
PROFESSOR JOHN O’DOHERTY, UCD SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SCIENCE, HIGHLIGHTS LATEST
RESEARCH IN SWINE NUTRITION TO ADDRESS A RELIANCE ON ZINC OXIDE AND IN-FEED MEDICATION.
Hailing from Ennistymon, in County Clare,
Professor John O’Doherty grew up on a
dairy and beef farm. He graduated with an
Ag Science degree in 1987 and went on to
do a Masters in Animal Nutrition, followed by
a PhD, before taking up a role in UCD in pig
nutrition in 1994.
“I always had the bug for research. Currently,
I am Full Professor of Monogastric Nutrition
and I am also Head of Animal and Crop
Sciences in the School of Agriculture and
Food Science. My research work is in swine
nutrition, which initially focused around the
role of nutrition in reducing nitrogen and
phosphorus excretion, along with odour; but
the major area within the last few years has
been investigating alternatives to antibiotics
and zinc oxide in pig diets.”
John explains that research in the lead-up
to the ban of growth promoters in 2006

investigated alternatives to growth promoters.
“Since then, we have relied heavily on zinc
oxide, and zinc oxide will be gone by the end
of 2022, so the last number of years have
been spent looking into alternatives to zinc
oxide and infeed medication.”
ALTERNATIVE SOURCES
Our research has identified a variety of
alternative sources, one of which is seaweed,
which has shown to be successful. “We are
basically extracting bio-actives from various
sources and looking at them as alternatives to
zine oxide or in feed medication. A big one is
the use of seaweed in pig diets. Seaweed, in
itself, has little or no benefits when using the
whole seaweed in its natural state. We need
to extract the bio-actives particularly the
sugars such as laminarin and fucoidan – and
these have shown to have beneficial effects.”
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY

While it has proved to be an “excellent source”
John stresses that seaweed is a very complex
ingredient because of different varieties of
seaweed; the time of harvest; and where it is
harvested.
“There is such huge variation depending
on, not only the type of seaweed, but also
the way in which it is harvested - so we talk
about ‘seaweed extracts’ rather than the
broader term of seaweed.” This is an area of
work that John shares with his wife, Professor
Torres Sweeney who works in the UCD
Veterinary School: “We work closely together
on this research; she works on the molecular
side and I look at the nutrition.” Research has
been funded by a variety of sources including
the Department of Agriculture and the Marine,
FP7, Science Foundation Ireland and Industry.
Another ingredient of interest is milk. “Under
Food for Health Ireland (FHI) we have found
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REPLACING ZINC OXIDE
John is also leading a DAFM
funded project with UCD,
Teagasc Moorepark and South
East Technological University
(SETU), which is focused on
replacements for zinc oxide
(PIGNutriStrat). “This research
is looking at everything from
biosecurity right up to nutrition
of sows and pigs post weaning

and the economics of these
changes. One of the areas, we
have found some positive results
from is adding acids (Mycocurb)
to cereals at harvest time,
instead of drying the cereal. We
are getting phenomenal results
here in relation to the health
and performance of the pig. It is
allowing us to replace zinc oxide.
By adding acids at harvest time,

bio-actives in milk that we can
use as alternatives to antibiotics.
And we have also had some
success with mushrooms and
crustaceans as other alternative
sources.”
FROM RESEARCH TO INPRACTICE
The real challenge, John explains,
particularly for seaweed is to be
able to extract the ‘goodness’ at
a large-scale level so that it can
drive industry. “This will be the
real measure of success – to be
able to roll this out; to translate
this research at a large-scale
industry level. What is exciting is
that we now know exactly what
varieties of seaweed we should
be using and when we should
be harvesting it, as well as the
conditions you have to use to
extract these sugars and make
them more biologically active.
The extraction process has a
huge effect on that activity as
well. So, we understand how it
works, but it will be a challenge
to drive it at industry level.”
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM

it also means that when the
grain comes off the field we can
store the grain without drying,
resulting in lower levels of
kerosene being used, meaning
less of a carbon footprint. We
have found that this strategy is
totally changing the intestinal
flora of the pig. The big question
we need to answer now is
‘why?”
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IMPACT OF NUTRITION
ON ANIMAL HEALTH
MARK MOLONEY, INTOUCH FEEDING SPECIALIST, ALLTECH IRELAND, OFFERS INSIGHT INTO BEST PRACTICE IN NUTRITION
WHICH CAN CONTRIBUTE TO ANIMAL HEALTH
On any farming enterprise, healthy
animals are core to an efficient and
profitable business. They also help to
reduce labour created by issues that
may occur. Like any problem, prevention is
better than reaction, and keeping animals
healthy and productive is no different. Two
main areas that help to prevent any animal
health issue are implementing a herd health
plan in conjunction with your vet — covering
everything from a vaccination programme to
biosecurity — and, just as important, animal
nutrition.

Getting animal nutrition correct will not
only lead to healthy animals but also highly
productive ones as well. Animal nutrition can
help in areas such as rumen health, animal
immunity and metabolic issues, which all
have their associated effects on animal health
and performance.
RUMEN HEALTH
The stomach (rumen) of any ruminant
animal works like their engine, converting
the fuel (feed) into performance (milk or
meat), and keeping it working efficiently is
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key to driving animal performance. The main
challenge to this efficiency is acidosis. Rumen
acidosis is a metabolic disease appearing
as acute rumen acidosis, but more often as
the sub-acute form (SARA). It occurs when
there is an increase in the amount of acid in
the rumen due to animals rapidly digesting
feeds that are high in starch or sugars, such
as cereal grains (barley, wheat), beet or lush
grass. This drop in rumen pH caused by the
build-up of acid results in damage to the
rumen wall, leading to animals being less
able to absorb the nutrients from the feed
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and thus a production drop. The majority of
this damage is irreversible, resulting in poor
thrive and production throughout the life
of the animal. Several studies have shown
that 19–26 percent of all dairy cows suffer
from SARA, and on the beef side, it causes
major limitations when building cattle up on
concentrates during their finishing period.
Signs of acidosis include:
• Bubbles on dung.
• Loose manure.
• Cows swishing their tails (due to passing
acidic manure).
• Cud balls in cubicles or pens.
• Increased lameness levels.
• Less than 80 percent of animals lying
down observed chewing the cud.
• Depressed demeanour.
• Links to a drop in milk butterfat
PREVENTION
The basis of preventing acidosis is to reduce

the build-up of acid causing the drop in
rumen pH. There are a few solutions for this
that can be used in conjunction with one
another to reduce acid-load, including:
• Increasing fibre intakes.
• Using feed additives, such as a live
yeast product, along with best-practise
management advice.
• Feeding high starch and sugar diets as
part of a total mixed ration (TMR).
Ruminants naturally have a way of controlling
rumen pH through rumination. Rumination is
the process by which ruminants digest their
feed by chewing the cud. The saliva they
produce during this process has a natural
buffering capacity in the rumen, which helps
control the acid level. This rumination process
is triggered by physical fibre in the diet, which
stimulates the inside of the rumen, causing
the animal to chew the cud and produce
saliva. Therefore, increasing the fibre content
of the diet will increase rumen pH and reduce
the risk of acidosis. While straw is the best
source of physical fibre, products such as
soya hulls and beet pulp can also be sources
of digestible fibre. For grazing animals, make
sure that cows are going into grass covers
of at least 1,300 kilograms of dry matter (DM),
as lighter covers will have much less fibre
content.
In terms of management, there are several
ways in which we can help keep animals’
rumens healthy, including providing a
balanced diet, minimising sorting and
providing a consistent diet. But overall, the
most important management factor that
has the greatest impact on rumen health
is water. Water is one of the best rumen
buffers available, as it dilutes down the acid
concentration. Make sure there is always an
adequate clean water supply — an essential
part of any animal nutrition program.
IMMUNITY
The animal’s natural immune system is the
ultimate defence against all health issues
it may face throughout its life. Helping the
animal to keep these defences as strong as
possible are key to keeping them healthy
and productive. For example, cows with a
depressed immune system are far more
susceptible to mortellaro. Steps we can
take to help increase animals’ immunity, at
any stage of their production cycle, include
reducing stress and providing an appropriate
balanced diet, which also includes their
vitamin and mineral supply.
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When animals are stressed, their immune
system is depressed, and they then become
susceptible to picking up disease. This is why
it is important to try to reduce as much stress
on animals as possible. Things such as mixing
different groups of animals, rough handling
and insufficient water supply can all add to
animal stress levels.
Trace minerals play an important role in
supporting animal immunity. Minerals such as
copper, zinc and selenium, along with vitamin
E, are key to a healthy immune system. Even
though animals are out at grass they may
still require these trace minerals, as they are
often lacking on many farms. Compounding
this problem is also the fact that many farms
across Ireland are high in antagonists such
as molybdenum, iron and aluminium, which
lock up these trace minerals, making them
unavailable to animals. The levels of all of
these trace minerals, along with how they all
interact, can vary greatly within areas and soil
types, and therefore can have different effects
on grazing animals. It is recommended to take
a forage sample, whether it’s grass or silage,
and get it tested for trace mineral content.
This can be valuable information that has
a direct effect on animal performance and
is often the cause of many issues on-farm.
For example, dull or brown coats on animals
may be a sign that animals are lacking some
important nutrient and therefore not meeting
their full potential. Supplementing animals
with these important trace minerals may be
beneficial in helping to boost their immune
system or performance.
It is important to note that the quality of
these trace mineral supplements is just
as important as quantity. Using organic
forms of these trace minerals will be better
at counteracting antagonists such as
molybdenum, iron, aluminium and lead.
They are also better absorbed by the animal,
meaning they will have a far greater benefit.
Overall, the proper balance of protein,
energy, vitamins, minerals and feed additives
in diets is needed to make a successful
nutrition program that is both productive
and economical. In saying this, even the
best nutrition advice and products require
appropriate management in order to have
highly productive and healthy animals.
InTouch nutritionists work closely with their
customers and their advisors, in order to
implement these best practise principles
and unique tailored nutrition programmes
on-farm.
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Visit us at the
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Introduction

Michael Farrelly,
Executive Director

s
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The 2022 Farm Tractor & Machinery
Trade Association (FTMTA) Machinery
show is gathering momentum,
with large attendance expected
over the two-day event. Admission
tickets for the general public went
on sale in June, and for the first
time can now be purchased online
via the new FTMTA website.
Michael Farrelly, Executive Director
of the Association, said: “There has
been a significant effort made by the
association to move forward with a
new and invigorated presence and
we are seeing a renewed appetite
for the return of the Machinery
Show which was last run in 2019.
“We recently rebranded and have
been rolling this out across the
association’s advertising and
promotional materials. We are
delighted to have also launched
our new website that better reflects
and represents our membership,
while also facilitating ticket
sales to our flagship event.”
This year’s FTMTA Machinery event
takes place at the Punchestown Event
Centre in Kildare on July 13th and
14th which has been a change from
its usual date in February. The show
is expected to attract crowds in the
region of 20,000 people over the 2
days and will be open to the public
from 10am to 6pm on both days.
The event is no longer limited to

Farm Machinery and will for the
first time have a large display of
Plant Machinery and grounds care
from a number of exhibitors.
The FTMTA is recognised as the
official representative trade body of
the Irish farm machinery industry.
The FTMTA Farm Machinery Show
has now grown to become the
flagship event of the Irish farm
machinery show calendar.
The FTMTA Farm Machinery Show
is underpinned by the ethos that
it is organised by the trade for the
farmer and contractor which has
driven the success and growth of
the Show over the years. “It is the
weight of this representation that
attracts so many to our flagship show
in Punchestown,” Michael said.
The new website, just launched
by FTMTA, also features a search
tool where visitors can search
machinery for sale from FTMTA
members across the country.
Tickets for the FTMTA machinery
show in Punchestown can be
purchased online by visiting www.
ftmta.ie and following the FTMTA
ticket sales link. A limited number of
tickets will be available to purchase
on the day. Tickets cost €25 per
adult, €20 Student / OAP rate and
children under 12 go free when
accompanied by an adult. Doors open
at 10am each morning of the show.
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Krone introduces GPS-controlled
auto bale deposit for BaleCollect
Contractors seek to collect and load
square bales in the fastest possible
way. The new GPS auto feature of the
Krone BaleCollect bale accumulator
makes bale handling much easier
and more convenient now as it allows
the accumulator to deposit the bales
automatically and at right angles along
pre-set virtual lines.
This is how the new solution for the
Krone BaleCollect works: As a first step,
the combination travels the perimeter of
the field recording up to five A-B lines
along which BaleCollect will deposit

the bales during harvest. The single big
advantage of this technology is that it
deposits the bale transversely to the
direction of travel and along the recorded
lines for efficient bale collecting, less field
traffic and operator hassle. In the past,
operators had to trigger the unloading
function manually – to the effect that
naturally not all bales were deposited
along straight lines. The GPS-controlled
auto depositing feature saves time and
costs for bale transport by reducing
fuel consumption, the number of tractor
hours and working hours. Another

important factor is increased work safety
in awkward patches and on the headland
thanks to using exact positions in the
field.
At the same time, bales are no longer
overlooked and accidentally left in
the field. Last, the new system clearly
reduces field traffic for gentler soil
treatment, better field management and
higher yields.
The GPS-controlled and automatic bale
depositing feature unloads the bale
across the direction of travel for efficient
bale handling and collecting.
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TOP-NOTCH TRACTION FOR
A SUPERIOR FARMING EXPERIENCE

NEW MF 7S | 155-220 HP

VISIT US AT

YOUR MF 7S COMES WITH
MF CARE 3 YEAR WARRANTY
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is a global brand of AGCO Corporation.
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Massey Ferguson MF 5S Series
tractors win Red Dot Award
Massey Ferguson, a worldwide brand
of AGCO (NYSE:AGCO), is delighted to
announce its MF 5S Series has received
the prestigious Red Dot Award: Product
Design 2022.
An international jury of professionals from
across the world assessed the MF 5S in
terms of its design quality and degree of
innovation. It follows the MF 8S receiving
the same highly respected award in
2021. “The ‘Red Dot’ is the award for high
quality design. To emerge victorious from
such a strong group of participants is
testimony to the extraordinary quality of
the product,” said the Award’s judges.
“We are honoured to receive this Red
Dot Award,” said Thierry Lhotte, Vice
President & Managing Director Massey
Ferguson, Europe & Middle East. “Since
its launch, the MF 5S has quickly earned
a superb reputation as the best-in-class
dairy and livestock tractor. A great ‘allrounder’ – the MF 5S is designed and
built to handle a wide range of tasks with
ease and comfort.
“This award clearly shows its excellent
design, with the narrowest steep-

nose bonnet delivering outstanding
visibility. Along with its straightforward
and dependable operation, it offers
an industry-leading 4m turning radius
and many other practical features for
unrivalled versatility,” he added.
“The MF 5S truly is ‘Born to Farm’. It
is the worthy successor to an iconic
family of steep-nosed tractors – dating
back to the famous MF 3000 from 1993.
Winning the prestigious Red Dot Award:
Product Design 2022 shows how Massey
Ferguson is setting the standard in this
important segment”, continued Jérôme

JCB launches
Fastrac ‘Icon’
JCB has launched new Fastrac 4000 and 8000 Series tractors
with an all-new electronics infrastructure that delivers higher
levels of performance and convenience while giving operators
unprecedented choice in the way they operate their machine.
The new Fastrac iCON operator environment has three key
features:
• iCONFIGURE – creating a bespoke control experience
for every operator
• iCONNECT – integrating advanced precision agriculture
technology
• iCONTROL – redefining operation through new driveline
software
The 175hp to 348hp (133kW to 260kW) Fastracs feature the new
iCON armrest console and touch-screen display that provides
outstanding flexibility in control allocation and operator information,
and a new transmission control strategy to deliver ultimate operator
comfort and powertrain efficiency.
The tractors are also available with fully integrated ISOBUS, precise

Aubrion, Director Marketing Massey
Ferguson, Europe & Middle East.
“The MF 5S blends the compact
dimensions required by livestock and
mixed farmers together with superb
performance and ease of use for arable
operations.
A true multi-purpose workhorse, the
range offers the right choice of power
and specifications to suit all applications.
These modern tractors also deliver
straightforward operation and enhanced
features with low ownership costs,” he
concluded.

JCB GPS guidance and implement control applications that
minimise the need for additional displays. The new JCB Fastrac
iCON tractors feature:
• New iCON armrest console with position-adjustable 12in colour
touch-screen display
• Optional integrated ISOBUS for efficient touch-screen
implement control
• Fully integrated GPS guidance and precision farming application
options
• Smart Transmission Control for added powertrain efficiency and
operator comfort
• Unique choice of ‘classic’ and ‘pro’ joystick transmission control
formats
• Multi-function auxiliary joystick with configurable buttons, rocker
and x-y hydraulic controls
• Memory for up to 50 different control profiles for different
machines and operators
• JCB Headland Turn Assist now has up to 50 individual
sequences with up to 50 steps each
• New automatic climate control air conditioning with solar load
and temperature monitoring
JCB Agriculture Managing Director John Smith said: “We had three
major objectives with this important project for the JCB Fastrac:
to create a bespoke operator experience; integrate electronics
technology such as ISOBUS and GPS guidance; and redefine the
already high level of operator control and driving comfort that the
Fastrac offers.
“At the same time, we wanted to maintain a familiarity in terms of
the controls and information displays to ensure existing users can
quickly adapt to the new system. Feedback from our extensive
development and testing work with evaluation customers shows we
have achieved all of these objectives, making the Fastrac an even
more attractive proposition in terms of performance, productivity
and operator appeal.”
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VALTRA. THE PERFECT
BALANCE OF PERFORMANCE
AND OPERATING COSTS.

Weighing up the costs!

Save time: with Valtra smart farming solutions, a set of technologies that work seamlessly together –
Valtra Guide, ISOBUS, Section Control, Variable Rate Control and TaskDoc. You’ll get more done in less time.
Save fertiliser: with Section Control. Implements are precisely and automatically controlled to deliver the
optimum fertiliser rates to each part of each field, helping you reduce input costs, improve yields and maximise
your profits.
Save fuel: with Valtra EcoPower. Compared with standard engines, the engine speed can be reduced by
400 rpm, while maintaining maximum torque in this range, reducing fuel consumption by up to 10%.
Find out more from your local Valtra Dealer, visit valtra.co.uk
or come and meet us at FTMTA, 13th & 14th July 2022
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New ARION 400 range
fully launched in Ireland
The new CLAAS ARION 400
range has now been fully
introduced Irish market.
To reflect the move to the latest Stage
V emissions standard engine, the bestselling ARION 400 range has been given
a comprehensive make-over, which in
addition to a redesign also includes the
availability of a new top-of-the-range
model, the ARION 470, which has a
maximum power output of 155hp, plus
the availability of a power boost in all
models from the 115hp ARION 440 and
above.
Carried over from the previous version,
in addition to the standard cab there
is the option of either a low profile cab
or the unique PANORAMIC version
which provides unrestricted visibility
over a loader over its full lift arc. There
is still the option of either a 16/16
QUADRISHIFT, which is standard
in the ARION 410/420, or the 24x24
HEXASHIFT in the ARION 430 and
above, and as before both the loader
and the main tractor functions are
all controlled using the multifunction
control lever.
All models are available with either the
CLAAS CIS or CIS+ control packages,
which include 14 functions in the
multifunction control lever and display in
the right-hand A pillar. CIS+ adds a high
contrast monitor, electrohydraulic spools
and the CLAAS Sequence Management
(CSM) headland management system.
The ARION 400 combines the benefits
of a long wheelbase of 2.49 m (ARION
410 and ARION 420) or 2.53 m (ARION
430 – ARION 470) with a short overall
length, and the total gross vehicle
weight has been increased to 9.0 tonnes,
permitting payloads of up to 3.8 tonnes.
New entry-level model available for

compact TORION agricultural wheel
loaders.
CLAAS has introduced the TORION
530, a new 46hp entry-level model in
their range of compact articulated wheel
loaders for agriculture. In addition, the
TORION 535 and TORION 639 models
also receive more engine power.
The CLAAS range of small TORION
wheel loaders with articulated steering
now includes three models with engine
outputs of 46 to 74 HP. As a new entrylevel model the TORION 530, which
is powered by a 46 hp Yanmar fourcylinder engine with 2.2l displacement,
complements the price list. The
hydraulic system delivers 61 l/min at 230
bar and enables an articulated tipping
load of 3,000 kg. The parallel-guided
Z-kinematics of the conical mast allows
for a bucket pivot point of 3.18m to be
dumped over heights of up to 2.82m and
maximum reach of 1.46m. The mast and
attachment are conveniently operated
using a joystick.
Alternatively, the two additional control
circuits can be controlled using an
additional lever or at the push of a
button.
On the larger TORION 535 and TORION
639 models, power from the 2.1 l Yanmar
four-cylinder engine has been increased
to 74 hp. They are now optionally
available with either standard or
High-Lift Z-kinematics. In the standard
version, overreach heights of 2.82m
(TORION 535) or 2.98m (TORION 639)
can be achieved, while the High-Lift
version can reach 2.97m to 3.18m.
Depending on the version, the bucket
pivot point is between 3.19m and 3.54m.
Maximum reach is from 1.49m to 1.71m.
With a hydraulic delivery volume of 70 or
80 l/min, the articulated tipping load of
the TORION 535 is 3,500 kg (High-Lift:

3,300 kg) and on the TORION 639 it’s
3,900 kg (High-Lift: 3,600 kg).
The engines of all three “small”
TORIONs meet the Stage V emissions
standard using a diesel particulate filter
(DPF) and a diesel oxidation catalyst
(DOC) without SCR.
All three models also have a sensitive
and durable hydrostatic drive with two
speed levels, which accelerates the
TORION 530 to a maximum of 20 kph
and the two larger models now up to
30kph. The optional vibration damping
of the mast can be activated to prevent
rocking on uneven terrain and fast
loading cycles.
Thanks to the 40° steering angle of
the articulated pendulum joint on both
sides, maneuvering is no problem,
even in narrow yards and buildings.
In addition, when fitted with standard
340/80 R18 tyres, the TORION 530
and TORION 535 remain below 2.50m
clearance height.
The completely redesigned spacious cab
has lots of storage options and storage
compartments. It offers exceptional allround visibility and, thanks to the curved
front windscreen, the operator has an
excellent view of the mast and raised
attachments.
The glass entry door and the right
window can be opened by 180 °
and locked. The infinitely three-way
adjustable steering column, the airsprung driver’s seat, air conditioning
and the low noise level in the cab ensure
pleasant driving comfort. A display unit
on the right A-pillar and the clear control
panel next to the right armrest make
everyday work intuitive and easy - even
with changing drivers. As an option, the
cab roof can be fitted with halogen work
lights or up to eight LED lights with 360°
illumination.
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Performance Boost in Case IH’s
Luxxum Tractor Upgrade
Case IH’s Luxxum tractors have been
upgraded with a new engine and other
features. The three all-rounder models,
designed for mid-size livestock and
mixed farms and delivering 101, 110 and
117hp, now offer improved performance
while meeting latest, Stage V, engine
emissions regulations.
Still paired with the ActiveDrive 4
smooth-shifting semi-automatic
transmission, the new FPT Stage V fourcylinder engine provides more power
and greater efficiency. The new, larger
capacity F5 engine is 3.6 litres, taking
up the same space as previous engine,
while maintaining the Luxxum’s compact
overall size.
The new engine has numerous
performance benefits, including
increased power output at the lower end
of the range, and up to 5% higher torque
levels, delivering higher productivity
and better driveability. Maximum torque
is now hit at the lower engine speed
of 1,300 rpm, which improves load
response and start capability under
heavy loads.
“The Luxxum is already a very popular
model with mixed and livestock farms
in both upland and lowland areas” says
Can Tümer, Product Marketing Manager.
“Thanks to the latest technology, these
improvements give it more punch on a
slope or with a big trailer. Add the other
upgrades and you get a truly excellent
all-rounder”.

New exhaust after-treatment system

The new Luxxum tractors also get a
new exhaust after-treatment system, the
maintenance-free “Compact HI-eSCR2”
solution. To meet Stage V legislation,

this integrates a diesel oxidation catalyst
(DOC), a maintenance-free particulate
filter and a selective catalyst reduction
(SCR) unit. The engine’s low rate of
exhaust gas recirculation, which at
under 10% currently is the best on the
market, helps optimise combustion
while minimising the SCR’s system in
a single compact layout, all located
under the hood. As a result, forward
visibility of operator is unaffected as is
tractor’s manoeuvrability. The Compact
HI-eSCR2 after-treatment system is
maintenance-free, which means no
replacement of components or less
mechanical cleaning during the whole
lifecycle.

More new features and
new L series front loader

Luxxum Stage V tractors now come
with some new options. An optional
leather steering wheel, and carpet on
the cab floor, will be available as it is
on its bigger brothers, as will two new
worklights, increasing the total number
to ten, for easier and safer operation at
night and on dark days.
As an all-purpose utility tractor,
front loader operation is key for
to the Luxxum’s owners. The new
machines will have a fully compatible
electrohydraulic joystick that speeds up
work rates. It combines the front loader
controls with those for the transmission,
so there is no need to switch between
the Multicontroller and joystick.
The joystick works with new L series
front loaders, which come in different
ranges to meet various customer needs.
The ‘A’ range is a functional, simple,
reliable and economical product, while

the ‘U’ range is ideal for everyday
handling tasks. The flagship ‘T’ range is
designed for intensive handling work.
A wide range of attachments are also
available.
Ordering a suitable loader for a new
Luxxum Stage V tractor has been made
even simpler and smarter, as it has
for its stable-mates Puma, Maxxum,
Vestrum and Farmall C. The new L
Series can now be ordered through
the Case IH dealer configurator digital
software as a single purchase of the
selected tractor and its chosen matched
loader.
The new tractors and loaders
are available now through Case IH
dealers across Europe.
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CASHFLOW SOLUTIONS
TAILORED TO YOUR
BUSINESS NEEDS
WE BACK BRAVE
David O’Leary
Dairy Farmer, Co Kerry.

Talk to us about financial
flexibility for your business,
with cashflow solutions like
the Farmer Credit Line.

Backing Brave
Customer received a gratuity. Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. Over 18s only.
Security may be required. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c. is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.
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Sands debuts flagship sprayer
range at FTMTA Show 2022

Full Colour

o

Recommended for printing materials (e.g t-shirts, leaflets)

OFFICIAL DEBUT

Sands is using the FTMTA Show
2022 to launch its Infinity sprayer
range, a set of models that
incorporate multiple new design
features.
The Infinity series comprises
two models of 5,000 or 6,000
litre tank capacity. An all-new
chassis means the Infinity can
accommodate larger wheels, yet
ensures a turning circle of just 7.6
metres, easing manoeuvrability
on headlands, where four-wheel
steering
Height can
of T be
legselected at the
touch of a foot pedal. This system
can be adapted to suit the work
in Exclusion
hand, withZone
options including
maximum turn, true tracking,
speed-related switching, and
spray on/off engagement.
Fully independent suspension ensures
comfortable travel, while those with a
wide range of cropping will appreciate
a track width that can be adjusted from
72-88in/1.8-2.2m.
Power is provided by a Stage 5 Deutz
six-cylinder engine producing 242hp.
A new hydrostatic transmission offers
seamless gear
changes and traction
20mm
control
as Height
standard,
eco engine
Minimum
(Notwhile
to scale)
management with road and field modes
ensures maximum fuel efficiency.
In the cab, key changes include a new
armrest that puts all operating functions
at the driver’s fingertips, with features
Fonts
including eco functions that allow
operation
at lower engine rpm where
Presicav
Regular
possible to minimise fuel use. Further
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
highlights include the Sands Overhead
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
Screen control system, which provides
1234567890
full fingertip operation of filling, lights,
machine health check management and
hydraulic sliding axles.

FEATURING
NEWall
Chassis
accommodate
larger
wheels,
Introducing the
newtoInfinity
series;
our
flagship machine

NEW Turning circle of just 7.6 metres
NEW Stage 5 Deutz six-cylinder engine producing 242 horsepower
NEW Hydrostatic transmission
NEW Eco engine management - road and field modes for fuel efficiency
NEW Stainless steel tanks
with larger sump and all pipes plumbed straight into the tank to reduce pipework
NEW Lighter, yet stronger steel booms of up to 40m
NEW Six-sensor boom levelling system
NEW Auto-lowering when folding up
NEW Powered 40-litre induction hopper
NEW Side-mounted filling station;
with two washing nozzles and an additional hand lance for external cleaning.
NEW Armrest putting key functions at the driver’s fingertips
NEW Cruise control in the field and on the road
NEW Sands Overhead Screen
with full control of filling, lights, machine health check management and hydraulic sliding axles.

Black Version

Comprising two models with capacities from
5,000 to 6,000 litres.
Comprising two models with capacities from
5,000 to 6,000 litres.

To book your
today, call Karl
Tel:demonstration
+353 (0)57 8604627
on 07787 504413
Email: info@furlongequipment.com
www.furlongequipment.com
Furlong Equipment Services Ltd, Carrigeen,
Stradbally, Co. Laois, R32 V26N

Spray pack move to stainless tanks

The high capacity of the new 5,000
and 6,000-litre machines sees a shift to
stainless steel tanks, featuring a larger
sump and all pipes plumbed straight
into the tank. This not only ensures all
pipework is as short as possible, but
because all internal piping is fixed,
there are no internal moving parts, save
for the six internal cleaning nozzles
operating at 8.0 bar pressure.
Externally, the new spraypack features
new lighter yet stronger steel booms
of up to 40m, with a six-sensor boom
levelling system and auto-lowering
when folding up. A new 40-litre
induction hopper that’s part of a new
side-mounted filling station features two
washing nozzles and an additional hand
lance for external cleaning.
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THE NEW
SERIES 5.

UNIQUE CAPABILITIES,
MULTIPLE POSSIBILITIES.

SERIES

LANDINI SERIES 5 STAGE V. THE ULTIMATE LEVEL OF HIGH-TECH UTILITY.

landini.it/en

Prepare yourself for levels of versatility, performance and design never before achieved by a Utility tractor. New SERIES 5,
three models with Stage V engines with 4 cylinders, and 16 valves, 3.6 litres, Turbo Intercooler Common Rail with
powers of 95, 102 and 114 HP. Active and Dynamic versions, multifunctional joystick for transmission and loader
control, new hydraulic circuit with flow rate up to 82 l/min and 6 spool valves. The perfectly integrated Landini L20
front loaders further boost the operational possibilities of the new SERIES 5. The 4-pillar “Total View Slim” cab, either
rigid or suspended, and the front axle, which is also suspended, guarantee surprising comfort both on and off road.

Landini is a trademark of Argo Tractors S.p.A.
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The SERVO T 6000 is the result of
many years of ploughing experience
and intensive development work. The
main beam section and the NOVA stone
protection system have been revised
from the ground up to optimise reliability.
The new semi-mounted ploughs are
offered as Standard and PLUS versions
(6 to 9 furrows) as well as NOVA and
PLUS NOVA versions (6 to 8 furrows).
NOVA and PLUS NOVA ploughs feature
hydraulic stone protection with an
adjustable triggering pressure of up
to 2,200 kg to prevent damage to the
plough and enable ploughing without
interruption. The new series is available
with a point-to-point spacing of 102 cm
and an underframe clearance of 80 cm,
or 90 cm as an option.
The TRACTION CONTROL system on
the SERVO T 6000 actively transfers
weight from the plough to the tractor.
This means that up to 1,100 kg more load
can be applied to the rear wheels while
at the same time allowing the plough to
track the ground perfectly.
As a result, wheel slip is minimised
and fuel consumption is reduced by up
to 3.5 litres per hectare. That is pure
efficiency. In addition, harmful smearing
of the rear wheels is reduced and the
soil is conserved. The new SERVO
T 6000 has fewer greasing points
- all easily accessible - to minimise

SERVO T 6000: the new
Pöttinger plough: A strong
partner for up to 500 hp
maintenance requirements. In addition,
all reversible points are DURASTAR
quality as standard. This contributes to a
significant increase in durability and cost
effectiveness.

Quick and flexible mounting

The mounting geometries of tractors
keep on changing: Tyres have
become larger and tractors are higher.
Accordingly, Pöttinger have adapted
and optimised the geometry of the new
SERVO T 6000 to precisely match the
dimensions of new tractors.

Simple and convenient:
The SERVOMATIC control centre

The settings that need to be made on

the new semi-mounted plough can be
made easily and intuitively in just a few
steps. The working depth is set using
swing clips on the support wheel. The
front furrow width can be adjusted using
the turnbuckle on the stabiliser - or
hydraulically as an option. If required, the
working width on the PLUS and PLUS
NOVA versions can be hydraulically
adjusted to the site conditions, the
application and the tractor power. This
way, the best working results are always
ensured. The triggering pressure of the
NOVA stone protection system can be
conveniently changed using a spool
valve on the tractor - the maximum
triggering force is 2,200 kg.
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AMAZONE acquire a stake
in the start-up AgXeed
The AMAZONE Group has strengthened
its commitment to Dutch start-up,
AgXeed B.V., with a financial interest in
the company. CLAAS is also involved
through Seed Green Innovations GmbH
along with other investors.
AMAZONE is now a strategic partner of
the start-up company, AgXeed. The aim
of the partnership is to further develop
AMAZONE mounted implements
for autonomous use in the field. An
important part of this project is to
develop accessible interfaces to ensure
compatibility and connectivity between
the machine and the towing vehicle,
allowing the maximum benefit for
both parties to be achieved. The focus
is on the customer and their specific
requirements, and enabling those
customers, through this partnership
between AgXeed, CLAAS and
AMAZONE, to find the best solution on
the market.
The autonomous platforms from AgXeed
are an ideal match to the AMAZONE
product range. The combination of
minimal ground pressure, optimised

weight distribution and flexible mounting
zones, open up new possibilities for
intelligent solutions for tillage farming.
The tracked AgBot has already been
used very successfully in
conjunction with AMAZONE
cultivation and seeding equipment
in recent years. In addition to
cultivation and seeding, the new
4-wheeled AgBot can also be
used with Schmotzer hoeing
systems for mechanical weed
control. The FTender universal
front hopper system for seed
and fertiliser along with the
FT-P, for crop protection agents
and liquid fertilisers, can also
be combined with a range
of AMAZONE machinery for
specific applications. Various sensor
systems will constantly monitor and
analyse the work done and it is this
optimised process and the quality of
work which is the focus of consideration
for the autonomous team. The safety
challenges of this technology are met
through the different levels of experience
within AgXeed, CLAAS and AMAZONE.
For the farmer, the use of autonomous
management systems ultimately means
more time is freed up to focus on other
aspects of farming business.

EASY
Accessible grease points for
easy maintenance

QUIET
Eliminates shunting and rattling
while towing

SAFE
No upward movement when tipping
trailers or worn tow rings escaping

RELIABLE
90% less wear, reducing operating costs

VIEW THE FULL RANGE ON FASTPARTS.IE/DROMONE/BALL-SPOON
For more information please contact your local
Dromone dealer or call Stephen McCormack on +353 1 812 9700
*Images are for display purposes only and do not show the exact product on offer
**Offer valid from 1st June-31st August 2022

76496-Farmhand-Dromone Advert 178x130.indd 1
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Central to these new features is an enhanced crop flow through the forager, and
a key feature is the hydraulic clamping system for the shearbar, allowing for highly
accurate sharpening, but also improved chop quality and reduced wear.
Other new features include automatic adjustment of the chopping cylinder
concave, so that the gap between the blades and concave remains constant
for an even blow, and reduced fuel use. There is also the option of a hydrostatic
drive system for the front attachment that enables efficient power transmission at
varying speeds and relative to chop length.
tractors
for other
manufacturers
throughforagers
ISOBUS,
which are
Farmers and contractors running multi-brand tractor
fleets
can towards
Allied to
the move
more
powerful
and higher capacity
is the
AEF TIM guidance certified. Details on machine compatibility
now use John Deere’s AutoTracTM TIM (Tractor-Implementneed to quickly and efficiently handle the large amounts of silage they are capable
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of harvesting.
Database.
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Torion wheel
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can be
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On
display
at the FTMTA
supplemented as follows: If the machine (regardless
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Foundation)-certified TIM guidance capability. Existing wellwill be the
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new AutoTracTM TIM is a complementary offer articulated
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a single
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Cursor-9
engine,
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as creating
maps. torque achieved between just
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withdue
mixed
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engine application
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can then
be speed
sent directly
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John
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AutoSetup.
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Also Universal
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tractors
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With the
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TIM activation,
John
shows
that
Display (4240 or 4640) with AutoTracTM activation
andthe
a option of either
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the full
CEBIS touchscreen
control,
the Deere
new CIS+
or the
openness to other manufacturers still plays an important role.
StarFireTM 6000 or 7000 receiver.
standard CIS system. Completing the line-up will be models from the small Atos.
In this way, the company enables customers with mixed fleets
More and more manufacturers provide their tractors for the
in particular to easily use John Deere’s solutions for agriculture.
AEF TIM interface. John Deere unlocks its steering system for

AutoTrac on mixed fleets now easier to use

National and World Ploughing
Championships 2022
Showcasing the best of Irish Food, Farming & Culture
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FTMTA Machinery Show 2019

Ratheniska, Co. Laois
September 20th, 21st & 22nd

20th-22nd

September
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List of Exhibitors
MACHINERY STANDS
Company Name
Adare Machinery
Agrifac UK
Alan Douglas Machinery
Anner Agri Limited
Argo Tractors UK & Ireland (Agriargouk Ltd)
Atkins Farm Machinery
Bailey Machinery Sales Ltd
Breen’s Farm Machinery
Campey Ireland
CASE IH
Castle Agri (Dermot Tobin)
CLAAS UK
Clipex Fencing Ltd
Conlan Fuel Oils Ltd
Cooney Furlong
Cross Agricultural Engineering Ltd
Danso Machinery Ltd
D & S Machinery Ltd
ECI JCB
Farm Navigator (Ireland)
Farmec Ireland
Farmhand Ltd
Fastparts
Fendt Dealers of Ireland
FJS Plant
F. Jenkinson Ltd
Furlong Equipment Services
Grassmen
IAM Agricultural Machinery
Industrial and Farm Machinery Ltd
Irish Farmers Journal
John Deere
John Stafford Plant Solutions
JF Centre Tullamore
JPC
JTL Systems
Kellys of Borris
Keltec Engineering
Mourne Outdoor Clothing
Kings Grain Ventilation
Kramer Werke
Kubota (UK) Ltd
Kuhn Center Ireland
Kverneland Group Ireland
Lemken UK
Malone Farm Machinery
Maso Engineering Ltd
Massey Ferguson
Mastek Ltd
McHale Engineering
McHale Plant Sales
Murphy Machinery (Kilkenny) Ltd / Agriquip Ltd

Stand
257 - 259
287 - 288
247 - 248
253
234 - 237
144 - 147
158 - 159
248a - 249a
252
225 - 227
204
180
165 - 166
205 - 207
101
228 - 230
131 - 131b
250
175 - 179
251
138 - 143
279
260 - 262
269 - 273
126 - 130
203
199 - 201
263a - 263b
238 - 242
197 - 198
171 - 172
109
196 - 196b
173 - 174
254a
254
243 - 246
160 - 161
Arena
250a
189 - 191
122 - 125
228 - 230
117 - 121
132 - 135
263 - 268
208
155 - 157
289 - 291
151 - 154
162 - 164
292 - 294
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New Holland Agriculture
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Pottinger
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SHELL STANDS
Company Name
Actual Insurance
A.G.E Ltd
Agriking Ltd
Allied Irish Banks Finance & Leasing
Alpha Signs
Auto Air Conditioning Ltd
Distag
DLL Leasing DAC
Done Deal Agri
E-FARM GMBH
Farmplan
FCI
Finance Ireland Agri & Leasing
Finol Oils
Granit Parts - Conserve Environmental & Industrial Service
Hydroscand Ltd & Euro Hydraulics Mobile Ltd
IBCOS Computers
Irish Farmers Monthly
Kirkby Tyres
Martyn Grasslawn Limited
Mountbellew Agricultural College
Multi Wash Systems
Nabtech Engineering Ltd
Phonewatch Ltd
Salesian Agricultural College
Spaldings
Sparrow Insurances
Tama Ireland
Teagasc
Tinneys Toys
Trelleborg
Vantage Ireland
W. W Doherty & Sons
Zurich Insurance
Bank of Ireland
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Husqvarna
Mourne outdoor clothing
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Methane
tractor power
For all the bad press methane gas gets
as a natural by-product of livestock
production, it is also becoming an
increasingly popular alternative energy
source as the world weans itself off nonrenewable fossil fuels.
CNH (Case New Holland) has been
researching and developing a methanepowered tractor as an alternative to
diesel power for almost a decade. The
global machinery manufacturer’s efforts
have proven fruitful with the introduction
of the methane-fuelled T6 180, which
has been on demonstration in the UK
and Northern Ireland in recent months.
David Redman, Field Tractor Product
Specialist with CNH, described the
methane journey to Matt O’Keeffe: “A
model in our T6 range, the T6 180, is
now powered by CNG, compressed
natural gas, more commonly known as
methane. We have been exploring the
potential of a gas-powered tractor since
its concept stage back in 2013. From
there, we now have a tractor to bring to
the market.”

Engine adaption

The internal combustion engine, with
some modifications, is still the central
element of the methane-powered
tractor: “We use the same 6.75 litre

engine that we use in the diesel
equivalent tractor,” says Redman. “The
same cylinder block and crankshaft
are utilised. The only real difference is
in the cylinder-head, along with some
components for treating the heat from
the engine. The cylinder-head has gas
injection into each cylinder rather than
diesel into the air stream going into the
engine and there are spark plugs instead
of diesel injectors. They are the two
major changes.”

The operator experience

So, what differences would an operator
notice in a methane-powered tractor?
“The main visual difference that there
are tanks fitted to the front of the
tractor,” says Redman. “Otherwise, the
tractor doesn’t look any different from
a conventional unit. In the cab there
is no real difference either. There is a
slight five-decibel noise reduction when
outside the tractor. The power is the
same and that was a key requirement
in developing this tractor. It has a
150-horsepower rated engine with 175hp
maximum with its boost capability.
Those figures are exactly the same
as the diesel alternative model. The
maximum torque value remains at 650
Nm of torque on the engine at 1500 rpm.

There is no difference in the driving or
operating experience.”

Methane supply

“There are steel gas tanks dotted
around the tractor and it is aimed at a
specific market segment,” he continues.
“However, it will operate perfectly
well as a farm-based tillage tractor,
for instance, though with a shorter
refill interval. The expectation is that
the methane powered tractor will be
used for tasks that match the shorter
refuelling interval of about eight hours
at full stretch, compared, perhaps, to a
twelve-hour interval for a diesel model.”
“As we stand today, I don’t see diesel
engines being fully replaced in the
medium term by methane power. I
can see methane-powered tractors
becoming an important part of the
overall offering. There will be tasks for
the foreseeable future that will require
diesel-powered tractors. The internal
combustion engine in relation to tractors
will be here for a while yet. We are giving
our customers options to suit their
needs.”

Cost efficiency

“When we look at the methane tractor
compared to its diesel equivalent,
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running costs are estimated at 30%
lower for methane power,” Redman
continues. “There is a slight purchase
price increase for a methane tractor
of about 20%. There are, for instance,
steel fuel tanks around the tractor which
add to cost compared to a single, nonmetallic diesel tank. The big advantage
of a methane-powered tractor is that
it addresses the carbon footprint
reduction challenge.”
“In terms of mass production, we are
already producing methane-powered
tractors in our Basildon factory in the
UK. We are well past the engineering
stage and are in production. Because

of Covid the initial ramp-up was slower
and now we have tractors powered by
methane that are commercially available
today.”

The circular farm economy.

Does CNH have a strategy to develop
an integrated farming model, producing
its own fuel to power its tractors? “It’s
what we call our energy-independent
farm. It is a circular motion system,” says
Redman. “The tractor can be used to
haul biomass to an on-farm digester. The
digestate is spread back onto the land
and the methane extracted is used to
provide an indigenous fuel source on the

farm. We look at the biomass digester
plant fuelled by energy crops and then
further refining the system into a fully
closed loop cycle on the farm through
taking in waste as the main fuel source
for the biodigester.
That will require a geographicallyspread biodigester system built to
scale across the UK and Ireland. These
will produce gas to go into the grid to
produce electricity as well as powering
fleets of methane powered tractors. That
will represent a massive indigenously
sourced fuel supply utilised to the
maximum.”

DOES YOUR MOWER HAVE?
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■ DUAL CONDITIONING PLATES FRONT AND REAR
- MAXIMUM CUTTING PERFORMANCE
■ QUATTRO LINK - 4 ARM RACECAR SUSPENSION
- PERFECT GROUND FOLLOWING
■ ROUND DISCS - EXPEL FOREIGN OBJECTS
AND REDUCE SHOCK LOAD
■ 100% WORKING WIDTH BREAKBACK
- NON-STOP MOWING

2 YEAR WARRANTY*

MOWING WITH KVERNELAND
RELIABLE EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL
OUTSTANDING CUTTING PERFORMANCE

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS

JOHN DOYLE: 087 101 3053
GREG TENNYSON: 087 700 9689
ALLAN HETHERINGTON: 0044 7826544630

WHEN FARMING MEANS BUSINESS
www.kverneland.ie
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McHale at FTMTA
McHale are looking forward to the return of the FTMTA
Farm Machinery Show and will be exhibiting a wide
range of machinery on their stand over the 2 days. This
year, McHale will be showcasing a number of machines
which will include the McHale Centre Delivery Rake,
the McHale Pro Glide range of mowers, the McHale
Fusion 3 Plus with ISOBUS, round balers from their
F5000 fixed and V6 variable chamber ranges, and a
selection of round bale wrappers along with the C460
straw blower & silage feeder.
McHale have developed the ISO-Play terminal software
in a way that allows full ISOBUS compatibility, but
also benefits the McHale proprietary auto-switching
camera functionality (as used in the existing iTouch
terminals). Auto-switching of cameras makes the
baling process easier for operators and also reduces
the in-cab clutter as a second camera monitor is no
longer required.
For the coming season, McHale are offering ISOBUS
and ISO-PLAY terminals as an option on the following
machines:
- McHale V6750 Variable Chamber Baler
- McHale V8950 Variable Chamber Baler
- McHale Fusion 3 Pro Integrated Baler Wrapper
- McHale Fusion 3 Plus Integrated Baler Wrapper
McHale sales and service personnel will be on hand to
discuss the latest products and technologies so visit
them on their outdoor stand at the FTMTA Show.

We’ve always got
your back.
Last year we paid 99%* of claims, so you can feel
confident that we’ll be here when you need us.
To arrange your farm insurance visit, call our experts today
or come see us at the FTMTA show. Stand number 10-12.

DIANE MCGARRIGLE
086 136 7543
NORTH WEST

JOE NOLAN
086 022 0519
SOUTH EAST

BILL MEANEY
086 143 6343
MIDLANDS/WEST

PAT MAHER
086 047 5422
MIDLANDS/EAST

MIKE O’DONOGHUE
086 831 2441
SOUTH MUNSTER

WILLIE PHELAN
086 074 6780
EAST MUNSTER

JP AHERNE
086 411 3797
MUNSTER

*From January to December 2021, on average we paid out on 99% of motor, home, van, farm and windscreen insurance claims.
Zurich Insurance plc is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

7091_GI Farm claims ad half page IFM_FA 6428 0622.indd 1
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JCB has launched a new flagship Loadall
telescopic handler.
The 542-70 AGRI Pro has a unique
combination of engine power and torque,
acceleration, top speed and hydraulic
power to set new levels of performance
and productivity around the farmyard,
out in the field and on the road. JCB
Agriculture Managing Director, John
Smith, said: “With its 173hp engine
and 50kph top speed, the new Loadall
542-70 AGRI Pro is the most powerful
and fastest Loadall that JCB has ever
built, with quicker acceleration and
unmatched towing performance.
“The Loadall design is already a worldbeater in terms of performance and
productivity, and now this new model
takes materials handling capabilities to a
new level, with a standard specification
giving the machine tremendous operator
appeal while setting a new benchmark
for loading, handling and towing.”
The new JCB 542-70 AGRI Pro features:
X JCB 4.8-litre DieselMAX engine
developing 173hp (129kW) and
690Nm of torque
X JCB DualTech VT half hydrostatic,
half direct mechanical drive 50kph
transmission
X 22% increase in dynamic tractive
effort; 25% greater road travel
productivity
X Heavy-duty JCB axles with 10-stud
hubs and 500mm-wide tyres on
stronger rims

JCB Launches “fastest,
most powerful” Loadall
New twin axle hydraulic power
braking system with auto four-wheel
drive engagement
X 14% increase in hydraulic flow from
larger 72cc (160-litre/min) piston
pump
X New rubber spring cab mounts
giving increased vibration and shock
isolation
Like other Loadall 542-70 models
equipped with the DualTech VT
transmission, the AGRI Pro has a
maximum lift capacity of 4.2 tonnes and
a full-height lift of 2.75 tonnes to 7.01m.
But while the AGRI, AGRI Super and
AGRI Xtra models have 109hp (81kW),
130hp (97kW) and 150hp (112kW) outputs
from their 4.8-litre JCB DieselMAX
engines, the new Loadall 542-70 AGRI
Pro has 173hp (129kW).
X

That gives the newcomer a 24hp (17kW)
or 16% advantage over the current
most powerful JCB models, and a 15%
increase in peak torque output of 690Nm
at 1,500rpm, figures that together with
the performance of the hydrostatic
drive element of the DualTech VT
transmission, generate 22% more
dynamic tractive effort when digging into
compacted cattle yard muck or scooping
up grain or sugar beet with a large
volume bucket.
John Smith added: “With its outstanding
combination of market-leading features,
we characterise the Loadall 542-70
AGRI Pro as offering the best in ‘PROFORMANCE’ – with more power, more
speed, more productivity to meet the
demands of the professional operator.”

TFM to launch Veenhuis Tankers at Show
The tanker will be a Profiline 14.000 litre
single axle vacuum tank with several
options
X Hydr. Sprung drawbar
X Huge Alliance tyres 900/65 R32
X Accelerator on the side valve
X Accelerator for unloading
X 8” docking- and suction arm (suitable
for high and low docking) with
proportional control and accelerator
in the arm
X Isobus control system with automatic
dosage control
X Proportional pressure regulation on
the linkage for depth regulation of the
injector
X Worklights at backside and beside of
the tanker
X Automatic lubrication system on
tanker
The tanker has been equipped with a
Euroject Pro grassland injector with
7.13 work width. Also the injector has an
automatic lubrication system.
The history of Veenhuis Machines dates
back to 1938, the year in which Theo
Veenhuis started its smithery in Raalte,
The Netherlands. The work originally

consisted of traditional forging, such
as hitting horses. With the introduction
of the stall in the dairy farm, Veenhuis
responded to the demand for new
mastering systems and developed the
first vacuum manure tank. Since then,
Veenhuis’s yellow-colored tank has no
longer been thought of in agriculture in
The Netherlands and abroad.
Stricter rules in the field of resistance
change resulted in the development
and production of advanced systems
in which manure is applied directly or
directly to the manure by a fertilizer.

Veenhuis Machines has evolved over
the years as a specialist in the field of
competitiveness and has now many
innovations and patents on its behalf.
Thanks to the advancing technology,
coupled with the continuous scale of
agricultural growth, Veenhuis provides
a high-quality machine program that
seamlessly matches the wishes and
requirements of the professional payroll
worker, farmer and farmer. Whether
you are editing, transporting or using
manure, you are at the right place at
Veenhuis.
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LEMKEN conducts carbon farming research project
LEMKEN has developed the concept of a Carbon Farming
Plough in collaboration with the Leibniz Centre for Agricultural
Landscape Research (ZALF). The ZALF research work on yield
and climate effects of partial deep tillage are funded by the
German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture. LEMKEN
will use this research to create an implement for carbon
enrichment in arable soils that is ready for series production.
This plough is intended to be used for meliorative tillage, i.e.
to break up compaction and improve the soil as a result. The
implement features bodies which plough at alternating depths
to create wells below the tillage level in every other furrow,
which are then filled with humus-rich topsoil. Analyses of
historical trials conducted by the ZALF have shown that more
than half of the humus introduced in this manner is retained to
secure the long-term storage of CO2 in the soil.
The lower soil layers with little humus which are ploughed
up in the process are mixed with the topsoil and form new
humus-rich topsoil within a matter of only a few years, as
carbon is introduced from crops. Overall, the humus content of
soils tilled in this manner therefore increases, and soil fertility
improves. At the same time, this sustainable soil improvement
creates up a new business model in the form of carbon
farming. Breaking up compacted soils while also introducing
humus-rich topsoil into wells allows plant roots to grow into
deeper soil levels and access the water and nutrients retained
there. This approach can increase yields by up to five per cent
even in the first year. This effect was established as early as in
the 1960s and 1980s and has been confirmed by recent field
trials conducted by the ZALF. The method can be repeated
diagonally to the main direction of work after five to ten years.

In addition to the above benefits, this new carbon farming
technology also opens up new income streams for farmers in
the form of trade in CO2 certificates. A potential future tax on
CO2 emissions is therefore avoided, and the competitiveness
of agricultural businesses is improved.
When paired with an iQblue connect module, the Carbon
Farming Plough, which is based on tried and tested LEMKEN
ploughs, will be capable of collecting site-specific work data
and precisely documenting the depth and position of the wells
created. This new plough will be available to purchase from
mid-2024.

COMPACT-SOLITAIR
PRECISE WITH HIGH IMPACT
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The Compact-Solitair can be used for both mulch and conventional plow seeding. It combines high impact with optimum
seedbed preparation and can be combined with a wide range of tillage implements. Convince yourself of the many advantages:
 Large seed hoppers for high area output
 Versatile due to combination also with precision
seeder Azurit
 Large volume wheels for optimum reconsolidation
and precise depth control
lemken.com

 Optimum seedbed through use of power harrow/ compact disc
harrow under all operating conditions
 Exact placement depth and optimum soil contact through
OptiDisc double disc coulter

Contact: Derek Delahunty, LEMKEN Area Sales Manager
00353 86 0203886, d.delahunty@lemken.com
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The New Claydon Drill
Has Arrived For 2022.
incorporating the knowledge know how of over 20 years of direct strip
drilling experience to take Opti-Till to a complete New level.
EVOLUTION FEATURES
• Improving operational functionality and user experience:
• Front mounted disc option for high residue situations,
shim/hydraulic adjustment
• Larger 1,900 l seed and 2,700 l seed/fert hoppers (3MF and 4MRF only)
to reduce downtime and increase output
• Hydraulic/shim seed depth adjustment
• Addition of a 4.5m and 5m unit
• Increased space for easy access calibration, electronic board and fan
• Second/third 100 l hopper option for multiple seed varieties
and sizes with venturi, toolbar or inter-row distribution
• Quick-fit seeding kits ranging from the standard leading tine
and A-Share to the low disturbance twin tine and disc
• Multiple seed tool options catering for a broad range of crops across
varied soil types and situations. Quick change facility allows fast
• and easy modification when required
• Larger, easy access toolbox incorporated into step frame
• Rear toolbar dampening reduces component fatigue
and improves transport comfort
• Wheel scraper and light and vision kit options
Furlong Equipment Services Ltd,
Corrigeen, Stradbally, Co.Laois R32V26N
Tel: +353 (0)57 8604627
Email: info@furlongequipment.com
www.furlongequipment.com
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New functionality in Gatekeeper Cloud
offers users greater control on farm
Join the Farmplan team at the FTMTA “Farm Machinery
Show” at Punchestown this July to find out more about how
we’re developing crop management tools perfect for those
farming in Ireland. Gatekeeper Cloud, for example, is ideal
for farms with less complex requirements or for those just
starting out with computerised record keeping. It helps you
manage your business with efficiency and confidence, so
you can get on with what’s important – looking after your
farm.
Ben Hatton, Sales Manager for Farmplan says, “We’re
delighted to be able to bring users working in Ireland
essential functionality which will enable them to manage
the everyday crop records that they need to run a smooth
farming operation. As we join the FTMTA event this July
we’re pleased to share with you news about some additional
features in our Gatekeeper Cloud product which means
more control over your records. These new features mark
the latest development for our Irish customers and continue
the longstanding relationship we have with Ireland and its
farming community.”
What can you expect from Gatekeeper Cloud software:
Key compliance and traceability records with full PCS lists

Better management and understanding of costs
A single system to bring your records together at a click of
a button
For more information visit
Farmplan.co.uk/crops or call +44 1594 545000

Join us at the Farm Machinery Show this July for an exclusive
first look at new features designed for growers in Ireland
Find out more about our range of crop management software tools
which offer you:
Key compliance and traceability records with full PCS lists
Better management and understanding of costs
A single system to bring your records together at a
click of a button

Visit us at the show or call us on +44 1594 545000
farmplansales@proagrica.com | www.farmplan.co.uk
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MX Loaders –
record tractor loader
production in 2021
MX loader production reached 10,000 units for the
first time in November 2021. The company finished
the full year with a record 11,308 units produced.
Founded in 1951 by Louis Mailleux, the family owned MX
company is headquartered at a 46,000 sq. meter production
facility near Rennes in the north west of France.
The foundation for international growth began a
decade ago with the opening of two additional
factories in India and later in Brazil to meet the specific
requirements of these two major markets.
The company is currently represented on every continent
with principal exports to some 64 countries including
commercial sales subsidiaries in Germany and the UK.
Other important markets include New Zealand,
Australia, Poland, Italy, Spain, Belgium and Ireland.
MX currently provides brackets to suit 7,500 different tractor
models covering 45 different tractor makes, from 15 HP
Compact tractors up to the giant Model TX Series suitable
for tractors up to 400 HP. The company develops around 150
new tractor brackets every year. A large range of exclusive
and unique features provide the ultimate loader performance,
productivity, safety and comfort. The MX production includes a

full range of loader and telehandler implements, front linkages,
front weights, bale handlers and silage feeding buckets.
MX also has commercial agreements for the
supply of OEM loaders to Claas, Kubota, Iseki
France and most recently Case IH.
MX loaders and equipment are distributed in Ireland
through a network of established dealers by Farmec
Ireland Ltd., Clonross Drumree, Co. Meath.
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www.dllgroup.com

You can finance your
farm equipment
with DLL
We offer flexible financing solutions for new
and used equipment that can be tailored to
meet your needs. Together we can grow
your business.
Our agricultural financing team is here for you:
Ollie McGuire
Carlow / Wexford / Wicklow
T 087 6691757
E ollie.mcguire@dllgroup.com

Seamus Lagan
Dublin / Louth / East Meath
T 086 854 264
E seamus.lagan@dllgroup.com

John Murtagh
Longford / Leitrim / Cavan / Monaghan /
Westmeath / Roscommon / Sligo
T 087 6691760
E john.murtagh@dllgroup.com

Tom Fives
Waterford/Kilkenny/
South Tipperary/ East Cork
T 087 6691754
E tom.fives@dllgroup.com

Martin Hayden
Laois / Kildare / Offaly / North Tipperary
T 087 6691759
E martin.hayden@dllgroup.com

Niall Brady
Donegal
T 01 4814192
E niall.brady@dllgroup.com

Richard Halpin
Cork/Kerry
T 087 2782934
E richard.halpin@dllgroup.com

Inside Sales:
Niall Brady:
T 01 4814192
Frank Bailey: T 01 4814117
Erin Moriarty: T 01 4814129
E insidesalesireland@dllgroup.com

Michael Diskin
Mayo/Galway/Clare/Limerick
T 087 1910888
E michael.diskin@dllgroup.com

Contact your Area Sales
Manager today!
DLL Leasing DAC
Floor 1
George’s Dock House
Dublin
T 353 (0)1 481 4100
DLL has offices in more than 30 countries throughout
Europe, North America, South America, Australia and
Asia. The company is part of the Rabobank Group. 4/21
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John Deere Reveals Fully
Autonomous Tractor at CES 2022
At CES 2022, John Deere revealed
a fully autonomous tractor that’s
ready for large-scale production. The
machine combines Deere’s 8R tractor,
TruSet-enabled chisel plow, GPS
guidance system, and new advanced
technologies. The autonomous tractor
will be available to farmers later this
year.
The 8R410 looks very similar in
appearance to a conventional tractor of
the series but is equipped with state-ofthe-art technology for controlling and
monitoring the tractor and mounted
excavator.
• The autonomous tractor has six pairs
of stereo cameras, which enables
360-degree obstacle detection and
the calculation of distance.
• Images captured by the cameras
are passed through a deep neural
network that classifies each pixel in
relative to a geofence, ensuring it is
approximately 100 milliseconds and
operating where it is supposed to,
determines if the machine continues
and is within less than an inch of
to move or stops, depending on if an
accuracy.
obstacle is detected.
To use the autonomous tractor, farmers
• The autonomous tractor is also
HEVA 185x132 15.02.22_Layout 1 15/02/2022 09:02 Page 1
only need to transport the machine to
continuously checking its position

a field and configure it for autonomous
operation. Using John Deere Operations
Center Mobile, they can swipe from left
to right to start the machine. While the
machine is working the farmer can leave
the field to focus on other tasks, while
monitoring the machine’s status from
their mobile device.
John Deere Operations Center Mobile
provides access to live video, images,
data and metrics, and allows a farmer
to adjust speed, depth and more. In
the event of any job quality anomalies
or machine health issues, farmers
will be notified remotely and can
make adjustments to optimise the
performance of the machine.
Currently, the technology for the 8R410
is available in combination with a
special John Deere chisel plow. A limited
number of tractors will be delivered to
North American customers this year. In
the coming years, John Deere will work
on the availability of the technology
for further machines and attachments.
The launch of the brand in Europe
is currently not planned, as safety
regulations currently do not allow the
use of autonomous vehicles.
There is great interest in the technology
especially in regions with large-scale
agriculture, such as North and South
America, Australia and the CIS countries.

TILLAGE EQUIPMENT
TAMS II – WE’VE GOT IT COVERED

XL CONTOUR

TIP & KING ROLLERS

FRONT FURROW
PRESSES

DISC ROLLERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL Pat Kearney: 087 1787572 Eoin Higgins: 087 2652935

Agriquip Ltd. Littleton Tel: 0504 44214
Email: pat@agriquip.ie Web: www.agriquip.ie
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY
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New John Deere Starfire 7000 eases RTK Entry
independent of interference, such as
shading by trees.
The receiver is available in both
universal/transportable and integrated
versions. The integrated version is built
directly into the roof of the machine from
the factory, while the universal receiver
is suitable for flexible use. With the new
practical handles on the sides, it can be
moved from machine to machine or to
an implement even easier. The receiver
is compatible with new and existing
machines and can therefore be used for
the entire fleet.
To ensure that the universal receiver is
less attractive for thieves, John Deere
offers users set up a PIN code. The PIN
code can be defined for two access
levels, for example an administrator and
an operator. Additional protection with a
mechanical lockable kit is available, and
the receiver can be removed after the
job is done and be stored safely until the
next use.

John Deere’s new StarFireTM 7000
receiver enables an easy entry into
precision farming. Without extra
hardware, the receiver offers RTK
accuracy of +/- 2.5 cm and customers
will benefit from better satellite network
coverage.
More farmers want to use the precision
of RTK, but shy away from the greater
initial investment. Now, John Deere
offers the new StarFireTM 7000 with
a completely new correction signal –
StarFireTM RTK. The new signal can be
activated very easily by purchasing a
renewable licence, with no investments
in additional hardware or activations
necessary.
With a pull-in time of fewer than 10
minutes, field work can start up to three
times faster than before. Recorded field
boundaries have a repeatability of at
least five years, offering the possibility
Just like the previous models, the new
to create guidance lines and tramlines
receiver offers the free SF1 correction
in the same place in subsequent crops.
signal as standard and can be
Field boundaries can be used beyond
upgraded to Radio and Mobile RTK.
the season for highly precise and
The StarFireTM 7000 Receiver receives
automatic switching on and off sprayer
Galileo and BeiDou-Satellite signals in
boom sections. This means John Deere
addition to GPS and GLONASS. This
is providing a better solution for the
ensures a stronger signal strength
Berthoud 185x132
15.02.22_Layout
1 15/02/2022at15:00
Page 1 cost, which is more
increasing
use of precision
farming.
no additional

127 Years of Innovation

The new StarFireTM 7000 will be
available to order with new Model Year
23 X-Series Combines as an integrated
version. It will be available as a universal
solution for retrofit in Winter 2022/23.

It’s all about Spraying
It’s what we do best

QUALIFIES FOR

TAMS II
TILLAGE GRANT

Anything else is just not a
Dublin Road., Kilkenny Tel: 056 77 21920 Web: www.murphymachinery.ie

Eoin Higgins: 087 2652935
Pat Kearney: 087 1787572
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Valtra attends The Royal Highland Show,
FTMTA Show and the Royal Welsh Show
With Covid restrictions now lifted, Valtra UK & IE will be attending a number of the
key agricultural and farm machinery shows taking place during June and July.
At the end of June Valtra was back at the Rotal Highland Show which ran from the
23rd – 26th June. On display on stand 7TH 141 was the complete range of new fifth
generation machines from A Series through to T Series. Visitors to the show also
had the chance to find out more about Valtra Smart Farming solutions - a suite of
technologies that work seamlessly together - Valtra Guide, ISOBUS, Section Control,
Variable Rate Control and TaskDoc. A key design principle is the ease of use. All
smart functions can be controlled from the unique SmartTouch armrest which was
available to demo at the show. Following on from the Royal Highland Show Valtra
will be heading straight over to the popular FTMTA Farm Machinery Show, taking
place on the 13th & 14th of July 2022, at the Punchestown Event Centre. Visitors to
the show will again be able to see first-hand new 5th generation versions of our A,
G, N and T Series machines and meet with the Valtra team who will be on hand to
run through the new machine features. One of the most visible new features on the
5th generation N and T Series tractors is the A-pillar display, which replaces the
traditional instrument panel behind the steering wheel and where all the important
information can be easily seen on the colour screen. Finally, Valtra can’t wait to
welcome visitors back to stand E380 onsite at the showground in Llanelwedd
for this years’ Royal Welsh Show! As well as being able to explore our new fifth
generation machines visitors will also be able to get up close and personal with
Diesel Dragon from Shrewsbury based Valtra Dragons Tractor Pulling Team – an
opportunity not to be missed! The Royal Welsh show runs from the 18th – 21st July.
Alpego185x132 14.02.22_Layout 1 14/02/2022 16:05 Page 1

More than 30 years in the field with you

Cultivators

Power Harrows

Stone Buriers

Seeders
Dublin Road, Kilkenny.
Tel: 056 77 21920
Web: www.murphymachinery.ie

Front Hoppers

Subsoilers

Rotavators
Eoin Higgins

Flail Mowers

087 2652935
087 1787572

or Pat Kearney
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Agri-Spec Komatsu,
Merlo upgrades
announced
With silage saved and livestock soon to be brought
indoors, farmers will be focusing their attention on
feeding, silage handling and yard-keeping duties.
Two machines that have featured prominently in recent
years are the Komatsu WA compact wheel loader range,
with front bucket and interchangeable fork attachments,
and the farm-specified Merlo TurboFarmer telescopic
forklifts, both of which have undergone recent upgrades.
Distributed by Birdhill and Rathcoole-based McHale Plant
Sales, latest ‘Dash 8’ versions of the Komatsu WA 70, 80
and 100-wheel loaders come specified for agricultural use
with high payload and tipping capacity, equipping them
to handle silage and other loose feed products. Merlo
TurboFarmer units come with hydraulically powered
stabilisers for increased stability when high-stacking
bales, wrapped silage and bagged feed products.
According to General Manager, Denis McGrath, “both
units, fully adapted and specified for agricultural use,
were originally bred for the demanding conditions of the
construction sector”.

INTRODUCING

Request a Quote

Call Michael 087 206 2629

Trailed Triple Mower & Conditioner from TANCO. Cutting &
Conditioning widths of 29ft and 32ft. Horse power starting
at just 180HP. Reduced fuel consumption.

www.tanco.global
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY
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WORLD’S FIRST 100% METHANE
POWERED PRODUCTION TRACTOR.
WHY THE NEW HOLLAND METHANE POWER TRACTOR
IS THE BEST SOLUTION FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE?

New Holland prefers

lubricants

POWERED
BY NATURE

btsadv.com
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When compared to Diesel:
• Same Power, Torque and Durability • 30 % lower running costs
• 80 % reduction in overall polluting emissions • Minimum 10 % reduction in CO2 when using Grid Natural Gas (methane)
When compared to Electricity:
• The Natural Gas (methane) powertrain is the only technology commercially available today.
• Grid electricity reduces CO2 by 40 % vs diesel, while Biomethane produced
from energy crops and waste has virtually zero CO2 emissions.
• The most environmentally friendly solution that subtracts CO2
from the environment is Biomethane produced from manure.
NEW HOLLAND TOP SERVICE 00800 64 111 111

24/7 SUPPORT AND INFORMATION.
The call is free from a land line. Check in advance with your Mobile Operator if you will be charged.

www.newholland.com/uk
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MESSAGES

JULY 2022 I MANGEMENT HINTS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are you achieving your July targets? If not why not?
Avoid neglecting replacements.
Grow as much grass as you can in a good growing year; take a 2nd - cut.
Start to build-up grass from late July; use appropriate nitrogen and sulphur.
Don’t neglect the water supply to all animals.
Environmental sustainability is achieved by being the most efficient farmer!
Stay on top of mastitis, weeds, reseeding, milk price benefits, end of breeding
season management.

JULY TARGETS
MILK
» 20 to 25 litres/cow/day or 1.5 – 1.8 milk solids (MS).
» 700 litres/cow for month.
» 3.7 – 3.8% Protein and 4.5 – 5.0 % Fat.
» 10 to 15,000 TBC.
» 150,000 or less SCC.
» No water or antibiotics in milk.
» No meals being fed where grass and adequate silage available.
» All cows and heifers in calf.
GRASSLAND
» Milk decrease of less than 2 – 2½% from one week to next,
» A target grazing area of 3.5 - 4.2 cows per hectare.
» Cow intakes of 17 – 19 kgs DM/head/day,
» Average farm cover of 200 kgs DM/cow.
» Pre grazing yields of 1400 – 1700 kgs DM/ha
» Rotation length 23 – 25 days.
» All winterfeed made.
» Use 20 – 30 units nitrogen/acre and none on good clover swards.
» Identify fields for reseeding.
» Identify fields with weeds and blanket or spot spray, particularly
fields planned for clover sowing next year.
AVOID NEGLECTING REPLACEMENTS:
» Look at your 2021 milk recording summary, if the heifers’ yield
(kgs milk solids) was less than 82% of that of your 3rd lactation
animals this suggests the R2’s were too light at calving down.
Address ‘why’?
» According to ICBF data, over 55% of R2’s in Ireland calve down
at 30 months of age or older. The target is 23 – 24 months of age.
Why so old? Their data shows that 44% of heifers calving at 23-26
months old survive to calve a fourth (4th) time whereas none
of the 65,000 R2’s that calved at 31 months or older made that
calving. Shocking!
» There is only one answer to the first two question – generally,
replacements are poorly reared on many, many farms.
» Weigh replacements regularly so that you manage the light ones
to achieve target weights. Each farmer should have his own
weighing scales. Also, you should now weigh your cows in July;
3rd calvers and older.
» On 1st July replacements must weigh:
Holsteins HF/Jersey X
R1’s (27% of cow weight)
155
145
R2’s (67% of cow weight
380
345
» New Zealand and British Friesian should weigh a bit heavier than
the HF/Jersey

By Matt Ryan

» For R1’s, achieving weight gains of 0.7 to 0.9 kgs/head/day with
excellent quality grass must be the target.
∞ Lower or higher weight gains leads to lower milk yields during
first lactation and lower survival rates in the cow herd.
∞ R1’s at or over targets should not now be fed meal because:
→
They will deposit fat instead of mammary gland tissue
during this pre-puberty stage,
→
The response to meal will be 8 to 1 now whereas it will be 4
to 1 in autumn.
→
Light R1’s should be fed 1 -2 kgs 14% P ration to gain 0.8
– 0.9 kgs/day with very good grass, preferably grazing in
front of the main group of R2’s.
» No dosing of R2’s
» Prevent parasites by judicious dosing and grazing management
of calves,
∞ Ideally take dung samples to confirm the presence or otherwise
of parasites and then take action.
∞ If not on an ivomectins type dosing regime, then you should use
a yellow or white dose now for stomach worms and move to
‘parasite clean’ aftergrass.
» You must make sure R1’s have sufficient quality grass; best to
graze in front of cows or the R2’s, which is the leader-follower
system (a great system).
» Examine all R2’s for summer mastitis – the suggested remedy
is Stockholm tar (messy) and keep them away from fly infested
areas.
» R2’s must be on good quality grass so that weight gains are 0.7 to
0.9 kgs per day – farmers are a little careless now that these are
in calf but they must continue to grow.
» If ‘running’ a stock bull, one per 15 heifers, with the R2’s make sure
he is ‘working’ and is fertile. A heifer not in calf will be worth €700
– 900 less.
THIS IS THE YEAR FOR GRASS!
» Grow more grass and you will produce 50 - 65 c/l milk at very low
cost!
» In July don’t lose milk because of poor grass management or
waste grass because it is stemmy.
» If it is stemmy or in short supply, for whatever reason, cows will
not milk to potential.
» Target a milk yield decrease of 2 -2½ % per week during the
summer. Many farmers decrease by twice this figure.
» If you are a good manager and you need to take remedial action
fast; ask yourself why the decrease occurred.
∞ Were the cows grazing stemmy, poor quality grass (must be 80%
DMD)?
∞ Were the cows made graze too tight (a cow makes over 31,000
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»
»
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»

»
»

bites per day and if several of the bites are too small she does
not eat enough. A 0.1-gram difference in bite size causes a 17%
reduction in daily grass intake which results in milk yield being
reduced by 6.1 litres/day)?
∞ Were many of the cows bulling? (Shouldn’t be a problem in July)
∞ Was leptospirosis a problem? Check the bulk milk tank sample.
∞ Was disease or minerals (maybe magnesium) a problem?
∞ Are the grasses old and weedy?
∞ Was the paddock smaller than others resulting in tight grazing?
∞ Was the grass too wet?
∞ Was the grass made unpalatable due to slurry or spraying?
∞ Did too many weeds prevent adequate grazing out of the
paddock?
∞ Were the cows short of water or had they to walk too far for it
(more than 300 metres)?
∞ Are the cows walking long distances, because you grazing silage
fields – cows walking a steep roadway of 6kms will milk 0.1kg MS
less per day.
Once you have decided what caused the excessive drop, then
you must take instant action – spent a bit of time addressing this
issue.
Therefore, your Bulk Milk Tank is your eyes, ears and feet of your
grassland management. Act on the messages it gives you.
I don’t want to see anyone using the topper this year!
∞ Stemmy grass topped and left on the ground will rot; better it
was kept and fed as roughage, it will be better than straw, next
winter.
∞ Some farmers are leaving toppings of up to 300 - 500kg DM/
ha on the ground; and this would feed a cow for nearly half the
winter as a replacement for silage
The way to manage grass without letting it get strong or stemmy
is to round-bale when in surplus and pre-cut when paddocks
have too much “tall-grass” areas (greater than 25%) when gras is
scarce.
When you are grazing covers that are above those specified in
Table 1, then you should take out some paddocks for “round-bales”
When you are grazing paddocks that are have greater than 25%
“tall-grass” areas in them post-grazing, then you should pre-cut
and graze that paddock next rotation if short of grass or bale if
over targets.

Stocking
Rate
Cows/ha
3.7
3.5
3.0
2.70
2.47

Rotation
Length
(days)
25
25
25
25
25

Daily
demands
(Kg DM/Ha)
67
63
54
40
45

PGC Cover
(Kgs DM/
Ha)
1725
1675
1450
1320
1220

AFC
Kgs DM/
Ha
740
700
600
540
490

Table 1: Pre-grazing covers (PGC) and Average farm covers (AFC) targets for
various stocking rates (SR/Ha)

» Because it will be hard to achieve growth rates of 65+kg per day,
meal supplementation will be necessary if stocked greater than
3.5 cows per ha on milking platform.:
∞ For instance, if you are getting growth rates of 60kgDM/day and
you are stocked at 4 cows/ha, then you will need to 3.45 kgs
meal/cow/day.
∞ It is calculated as follows; 60/4 = 15 (cow growth rate/day)
against demand of 18 kg DM. Therefore, a deficit of 3kgDM. Divide
by 0.87 to convert to fresh weight = 3.45kg meal/cow/day.
» Because it has been a good grass year, many farmers have
adequate silage and may be tempted not to take a 2nd cut.
Farmers need to rethink this because:
∞ Old hay is old gold” and reserves of winterfeed are always good
to have,
∞ Next year, if planning to sow more than 15 - 20 % of the farm with
clover you may have to cut less silage and therefore, this year’s
reserve will facilitate that.
USE NITROGEN AND SULPHUR
» The July application is the 2nd last nitrogen application this year.
» Remember, you are working within the nitrate directive.
∞ Nitrogen pays, even at present prices and this is a very important
application.
∞ All dairy farms should get approx. 27 units/acre; low stocked
farms getting it at beginning of month and higher stocked farms
at end of month- early August.
∞ Use protected urea,
∞ To minimise spreading days and improve utilisation spread the N
2-3 days before paddock grazing and 2-3 days after a grazing.
» Sulphur (20 units/acre/year) is now absolutely essential,
particularly on light soils.
» Phosphate and Potash are too low on many farms, both affect
grass growth and animal performance, so apply a compound now
to cover this situation.
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START GRASS BUILD-UP!
» You must plan now if you wish to have a long grazing season.
Important as we need to shorten the winter by having late
grazing available. Having enough grass in November to keep
cows out 3 – 6 hours per day will be worth more than €2.50 per
cow per day in extra profit.
» October – November seems a long way off but if you don’t plan
and execute the build-up of grass from now you won’t have any
grass in November.
» Late July is the time to start the autumn build-up of grass.
» Plan for a 3rd cut-graze – not for silage but for grazing:
» It is too expensive to make autumn silage but go for it.
∞ It will be grazed in September.
∞ Make 10 - 15% of the farm available for this management exercise.
∞ Stock the cows at 2.9/ha of grazing and put the remainder aside
for a “3rd – cut - graze”.
» I say “go for it” because your approach to planning and managing
aftergrass will be very positive.
» Having taken the second cut, the advice is: Apply 2000 – 3000
gallons of slurry on the day silage is picked up plus 40 – 60 units
of CAN, 5 – 7 days later.
» Where this mythical 3rd cut is not being planned you would only
be spreading 20 – 30 units of N for aftergrass, resulting in lower
yield of grass.
∞ The extra 30 units of N applied, grows enough grass on every
acre to feed 9 – 11 cows for an extra day.
∞ If you close 15% of your farm for “3rd-cut-graze” then you will
increase your rotation length by 6 – 9 days in September –
October.
» If August is a poor grass growing month, there is no panic if you
are short on the grazing area. Simply go and graze some of the
ground that has been closed up for this “3rd-cut-graze”.
» Where grazing ground is being closed up.
∞ Choose paddocks that have been baled – a lot of dung-pads are
undesirable.
∞ Apply 50 – 70 units per acre and do not graze for 5 -6 weeks that
is until early September.
» All slurry tanks should be emptied on to second cut ground.
∞ Few opportunities arise to spread slurry later in the year because
of extended grazing.
∞ Apply the slurry immediately after cutting, delaying the Nitrogen
for 5-7 days.
WATER IS ESSENTIAL!
» Lack of sufficient water will cause serious stress to all livestock
during the dry spell.
∞ Milk yield will be reduced,
∞ SCC will increase
∞ Weight gain will suffer.
» A milking cow requires up to 70 – 120 litres of water per day.
» To supply enough water a flow rate of 14 litres/cow/hour to
troughs is required. For 200 cows that equates to 200 x 14 =
2800litres/hour or 47 litres per minute (2800/60 = 47). To check
your farm flow rate:
∞ Mark a water level on the trough,
∞ Empty a known volume of water out of the trough, while holding
up the ball cock (e.g., 10x 10 litre buckets = 100 litres)

»
»

»
»

»

∞ Hold the ball cock down and time how long it takes to get to the
original mark;
∞ Divide the litres removed by the time taken to get your current
flow rate (e.g., 100 litres/2minutes = 50 litres /minute)
Trough size should be at least 9 litres per cow, e.g. for 50 cows
you need 450 – 500 litres; 150 cows require 2800 - 3000 litres.
Pipe size is critical for good supply.
∞ The main pipe should be 1-1½ inches, the larger size for larger
herd.
∞ The pipe from main supply line to water troughs should be
1-1.25inches in large herd.
∞ A water expert assures a client of mine that 150 gallon troughs
will be adequate with 1.5 inches pipes, reducing to 1.25 inches
near trough.
Where the supply is marginal, extra water must be supplied at or
near the milking parlour.
To save on water usage:
∞ Water from plate cooler should be collected and made available
for Cows,
∞ Reduce the quantity of water used for power washing of
collecting yards by scarping the slurry off the yard.
Water charges, how are you? Maybe the politicians should use
this approach plus placing a charge on “human sewage disposal”
to sell the concept!
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FARM SUSTAINABILITY
» This is one we all need to give attention to as our carbon footprint
is 0.99kgs CO2 per kg MS – way below world average of 2.4. Most
farmers in my Groups are producing each kg MS with a carbon
footprint of 0.7 to 0.85 kgs co2.
» The consoling thing is that technically efficient farms have low
carbon footprints, because they:
∞ Have high EBI cows
∞ Nearly produce One kg MS per every One kg of cow body weight
while only feeding One kg meal,
∞ Grow one ton of grass while only using 16kgs Nitrogen or less
per ton,
→
They grow nearly 15 tons grass DM on the milking platform
from moderate N
→
They have reseeded over 50% of the farm with clover
during the last 5 years.
→
Grass grown per cow on MP being greater than 4.6 tons
DM.
→
They will be stocked at less than 2.7 and 3.3 cows per ha
respectively overall and on milking platform.
» Over 80% and 20% respectively of the slurry is spread in the
spring and autumn; all of it by LESS technology,
» They are making big efforts to be energy efficient, spending less
than €20/cow/year on electricity in 2021. They achieve this by:
→
Having a suitable sized plate cooler,
→
Having a heat recovery unit,
→
Having variable speed milk pump,
→
Having solar panels, and,
→
Recycling water, eg. Plate cooler and roof water.
» They have a focus on biodiversity, such as:
∞ Growing habitats,
∞ Sowing hedgerows and some trees on the farm.
» The following sustainability advice was recently given to a farmer
by his group; he must address:
∞ Cow Performance: The age of the cow herd, too young, and
feed a little less meal as well as, over time, reduce the size of the
cow from 563 kgs.
∞ Pasture: You must reseed more and increase the area with good
clover; the amount of grass grown on milking platform at 12 tons
is lowish for your SR.
∞ Fertiliser & Slurry: The kgs N spread for the tons grass grown
on MP is away too high; you must adjust your slurry spreading so
that no slurry is spread in summer.
∞ Farm System: You have to grow more grass on MP or reduce SR
(yours is ok)- suggestions above may help.
∞ Farm Energy Efficiency: Consider a hear recovery unit and
solar panels but take good advice.
∞ Bio-diversity: Be conscious of this and do “your bit” wherever
you can on the farm.
∞ Other KPI’s: Update your carbon footprint with Bord Bia,
» NOTE: All the group should take on board many of these
sustainability objectives.
BITS AND PIECES
» Mastitis is best prevented rather than a “fire brigade approach”:
∞ Test machine again now and replace liners at 2000 milkings.
∞ Teat dip accurately with 15-20ml per cow per milking (check

»

»

»

»

yourself)
∞ Remove incalf heifers from fly infested areas and treat with
Stockholm tar or fly repellent.
Weeds have become a major problem on many farms, causing
huge losses in grass production. Much more spraying of weeds in
grassland must be done, either blanket spraying if infestation is high
or “spot spraying” if infestation is low.
∞ Dandelions and buttercups are a major issue,
∞ MCPA or 2.4D will take care of most weeks if sprayed when
actively growing.
∞ Docks must be attacked by spraying 3 – 4 weeks after cutting
silage with a suitable spray if you want to protect clover or with
any of the many other dock sprays if clover isn’t present.
→
Make a big effort to control docks in paddocks/fields
earmarked for silage next year because your spray options
are limited when you have clover.
Reseeding in late July or early August is probably the only time to do
it now.
∞ Increases profitability from farm.
∞ Spray silage crops 7 – 10 days before harvesting with roundup
and rotovate immediately after harvest – James Humphreys
doesn’t agree with this advice; he says to spray one week after
cutting silage.
∞ Use best grasses off PPI list and include clover.
∞ Apply 2 tons of lime per acre and 3 – 4 bags 10: 10: 20 at sowing
plus a top-dressing of 1 bag CAN 2-3 weeks after sowing.
∞ Always and always roll the seed-bed after sowing.
∞ Always post-spray after seed germination. The following are
clover safe spray.
Milk price is ‘great’ and should allow farmers some financial space
to:
∞ Pay off merchant credit or loans built up over the last few years.
∞ Make sure to pay contractors and locals who do relief work for
you – they are your bread and butter. Manage borrowings down
to less than €2000 per cow.
∞ Make essential on-farm investment such as liming of fields,
phosphate and potash improvements, improving roadways and
paddocks entrances, upgrading milking parlours.
∞ Be careful not to over spend on machinery.
∞ If you have any doubts about being in dairying in 10 – 15 years
time don’t make any big investments.
∞ Put ‘spare cash’ into a ‘wet-day savings fund’ so that you have
some reserves when milk price reduces to 2-25c/l in the future.
Breeding season is coming to an end – plan it to be 10 – 12 weeks:
∞ There is no point in having more than 5% of your cows calving
in April.
∞ If no stock bull has been running with cows or heifers for the last
3 weeks you could consider scanning; this would allow you deal
with non-pregnant cows and cow with weak pregnancies. Like
most years pregnant cows are more valuable as there is always
someone looking for milkers.
∞ Use short gestation bulls now.

Quotation: “Develop an approach to make money at the top end
of a business cycle and not feel too annoyed by it” – put that in
your memory bank!
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New Hi-Spec Dribble Bar ensures
accurate slurry placement
Hi-Spec Engineering has extended its range of slurry
application equipment with the introduction of a new chassis
mounted Dribble Bar. This comes at a time when the value of
slurry as a source of nitrogen and other nutrients has been
brought sharply into focus following the recent hike in price
for compound fertilisers.
However, if the maximum benefit is to be gained from the
use of slurry, care needs to be taken as to how it is applied.
By placing the slurry on the ground, dribble bars and other
forms of low emission slurry spreading, firstly reduce the risk
of run-off but also minimise the amount of nitrogen lost into
the air in the form of ammonia.
The new Hi-Spec Dribble Bar has a working width of 7.5
metres, and folds down to just 2.55m for transport. It features
30 flat hose outlets, 25cm apart. Feed to each of the outlets
is via a Hi-Spec distributor with an integrated stone trap.
The Dribble Bar frame is fully galvanised and is fitted with
an LED lighting bar for safe travel on the road between farm
and field. Each of the arms incorporate a sprung breakback
mechanism to prevent any damage to the arm in the event of
a collision. Weighing just 520kgs, the Dribble Bar is chassis
mounted, which has the benefit of spreading the weight
closer to the tanker axle and avoids any stress on the tanker
barrel or the rear door.
The design includes a splash plate with a 6 inch feed and
two blanked off 6 inch filling points for optimum functionality.
The Dribble Bar only requires a single double-acting spool
valve and is operated using a diverter control to switch
between lifting/lowering the arms and operating the
distributor and gate valve.

Tel: 059 9721929
www.hispec.net
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NEW HOLLAND’S T5.140 DYNAMIC
COMMAND™ NEW LIVERY
New Holland Agriculture unveiled a
T5.140 Dynamic Command™ in a livery
specially designed to celebrate its
sponsorship of the Giro d’Italia, which
was displayed on the stand of the New
Holland dealer, Gruppo Dalla Vecchia at
the Fieragricola show in Verona – the
city that hosts the arrival of the final
stage.
The tractor, which was on display at the
show from the 2nd - 5th March, has been
customised with a wrapping inspired
by the jersey worn by the race’s General

Classification leader, the iconic “maglia rosa”.
It followed the route of the 105th edition
of the Giro d’Italia, joining the spectators
supporting the riders at the arrival of
every stage, with stops along the way to
meet cycling enthusiasts in local farming
communities. Carlo Lambro, New Holland
Brand President said: “Our tractor in its
Leader’s Jersey livery was at the centre
of a rich programme of events that unfold
throughout the year, bringing the passion
and emotion of the Giro d’Italia to cycling
and sports fans. It is a great way to celebrate
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY

the values that the Grand Tour has in
common with New Holland and agriculture:
the sustainability, innovation, determination
and passion that drive us in everything we
do.”
The tractor’s special livery was designed by
CNH Industrial’s Design Centre to express
the dynamic, high-powered performance,
and determination of sporting competitions
of this calibre. David Wilkie, CNH Industrial
Design Director, explains: “We based our
design on the colour palette of the Giro
d’Italia. We used the pink colour of the

JULY 2022 I MACHINERY

RISING COSTS CONTINUE

leader’s jersey to denote the sporting excellence of a winner, the drive,
performance and staying power that it takes to win a Grand Tour race –
the same qualities that New Holland tractors demonstrate in the fields as
they overcome the daily challenges of farming to reach their goals. We
used black in graphic elements that evoke the speed of the riders, the
spinning wheels of their bikes and create a strong visual link to the Giro
d’Italia.”
The iconic “maglia rosa” was introduced in 1931 to make it easier to
identify the race leader in the peloton. The idea came from Armando
Cougnet, a journalist at “La Gazzetta dello Sport”, the Italian sports
newspaper that created the Giro d’Italia and was printed on pink paper.
Learco Guerra was the first rider to wear the “maglia rosa” after winning
the first stage of the 1931 Giro. Over the years he was followed by
legendary riders whose sporting spirit lives on in New Holland’s T5.140
Dynamic Command™ in its “maglia rosa” livery.

Dear readers - what a wonderful time
of the year: freshly mowed grass in our
nostrils and crops ebbing and flowing
in the warm summer breeze. An ideal
setting propped up by the wonderful spell
of weather we are encountering at the
moment – people are in good humour,
albeit that higher cost of living prices are
really starting to hit home. The simple
reality now is that when you pull up at a pump and would normally
put in €30 euros, you now have to pay €50. Food prices are going
up week-on-week and the rate at which everything is rising is
not sustainable in my opinion. A crisis is at our front door if this
continues, and winter is coming.
Well, down to business: the €1.5bn Agri Climate Rural Environment
Scheme, or ACRES for short, has been unveiled and will open in
August. The scheme aims to deliver a maximum annual payment
of between €7,300 and €10,500 to about 50,000 and it will be a
result-based system. There is a lot of detail to be thrashed out yet,
specifically around those who qualify and those who don’t. The
farm organisations have hit out at some of the proposed plans and
implications already, so we will watch this with interest as it unfolds.
Over 52,000ha of straw is to be chopped this year that is around
1.3 million bales under this year’s straw incorporation measures
(SIM). Over 2,500 applications were submitted to the Department
of Agriculture: the budget this year was increased from €10 million
to €15 million. I wonder where this will leave the price of straw this
winter?
It is a battle of minds between farmers and factories as we go to
press this month in the beef sector, with the factories trying to pay
less and farmers holding firm – overall, prices reported across the
country have been good.
On the sheep front trade is steady but there have been cuts in prices
paid once again by factories. Mart prices have remained positive
over the last few weeks. On the dairy front prices remain strong.
Generally, we are not in a bad place except for input costs. Fertiliser
may come back slightly over the next few months.
A report released by the FCI a few weeks ago made for very
interesting reading: basically, to fill a 300-litre tractor tank would
have cost €225 last January and today it sits at approximately
€450 to fill; a forage harvester with a 1200 litre tank was €900 to
fill and it is now coming in at around €1800. Basically, agri-diesel is
sitting short of €1.50 per litre: this is unsustainable and it is in the
government’s power to address this situation. A 100% increase in
fuel alone to produce feed stuffs, to put food on our tables, is just
not acceptable.
On the machinery front, it is all systems go for the FTMTA Farm
Machinery Show in Punchestown on the 13th and 14th July.
Tickets are now on sale on their website. And check out the latest
news regarding the show in our FTMTA Farm Machinery Show
supplement in this issue of Irish Farmers Monthly. Recent figures
show that May tractor registrations increased 9 per cent year-onyear, putting the total registrations to the end of May up to 1,314
units; that’s back from 1,449 units for the same period last year.
In general, machinery sales are solid. So, all is well and we look
forward to Punchestown – we will see you there!
Until next month farm wisely and farm safely.
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GETTING RECOGNITION
Tom Murphy
Professional Agricultural
Contractors of Ireland Over the many years I have been involved with Agriculture Contractors I have often wondered
why, I believe, there is reluctance in Government circles and beyond to acknowledge the vital role
Agricultural Contractors play in Irish agricultural. The huge investment agricultural contractors make in
purchasing machinery, machinery that it would be financially impossible for farmers to buy, the outlay
on labour, fuel, insurance whilst often waiting many months for payment.
Then, when an agricultural contractor finally wants to retire there is no “goodwill” in his business to sell
on. Unlike his farmer client who, if he chooses, can sell his farm for a tidy sum.
Recently, when talking to a group of Agricultural Contractors we discussed these issues and the general consensus surprised me. Participants felt
that many top farm advisers and Government advisers,
a lot of who had farms or came from farming families,
do not hold Agricultural Contractors in high regard. It
made me recall a meeting years ago with a senior person
in Teagasc that took place during the silage season.
Anxious to end the meeting and get home to his farm said
he wasn’t worried if his contractor went out of business
as another would always pop up. A very risky philosophy
for a person advising on agricultural management and
disappointing to a see agricultural contractors thought of
in that way.
It is amazing that despite their importance in agricultural
production, contractors are not recognised as part of the
agricultural sector. The bottom line is that I believe that
the Department doesn’t want to know about agricultural
contractors; I would go even further and say that I think
that the Department have no idea how many contractors
there are in the country or anything about the health of
their businesses or indeed their succession plans.
Contractors are excluded from fuel rebate, machinery
grants, and any compensation paid to farmers. When
the Sugar industry closed, leaving Contractors with
worthless machinery, PAC Ireland had to spend a week
in the High Court to fight for their right to get a part of
the compensation package given by the EU. PAC won
over €5 million in compensation for contractors; it was
hard won because agricultural contractors were not
recognized under the umbrella of agriculture.
Agricultural contractors are in every sense part of
agricultural and it is now time for the Department of
Agriculture to recognise this and officially designate
agricultural contractors as part of the agricultural sector.
This can be done at “the stroke of a pen” and would
go long way in stabilizing the agricultural contracting
sector and put an end to what I see as the unequal
treatment contractors have had to suffer over the years.
I would ask all farming organizations to support the
speedy implementation of this change.
Also, a warning for all Contractors over the busy
summer to ensure your machinery is fully compliant
with all aspects of safety. Recently, Gardaí pulled over a
contractor I know where his tractor had insufficient tread
on the tyres. He was fined, got points on his license and
had to get a low loader to take the tractor back to base.
And to end, please enjoy your visit to the FTMTA
Machinery show in Punchestown on 13th and 14th July.
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY
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KRONE INTRODUCES GPS-CONTROLLED
AUTO BALE DEPOSIT FOR BALECOLLECT
The GPS-controlled and automatic bale depositing
feature unloads the bale across the direction of
travel for efficient bale handling and collecting.

The new GPS auto feature of the
Krone BaleCollect bale accumulator
makes bale handling much easier
and more convenient now as it allows
the accumulator to deposit the bales
automatically and at right angles
along pre-set virtual lines.
This is how the new solution for the
Krone BaleCollect works: As a first
step, the combination travels the
perimeter of the field recording up to
five A-B lines along which BaleCollect
will deposit the bales during harvest.
The single big advantage of this
technology is that it deposits the
bale transversely to the direction of
travel and along the recorded lines
for efficient bale collecting, less field
traffic and operator hassle. In the past,
operators had to trigger the unloading
function manually – to the effect that
naturally not all bales were deposited
along straight lines.
According to Krone, the GPS-controlled
auto depositing feature saves time and
costs for bale transport by reducing
fuel consumption, the number of
tractor hours and working hours.
Another important factor is increased
work safety in awkward patches and
on the headland thanks to using exact
positions in the field. At the same
time, bales are no longer overlooked
and accidentally left in the field. Last,
the new system clearly reduces field
traffic for gentler soil treatment, better
field managemant and higher yields.
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM
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FJS PLANT REPAIRS HOST OPEN DAY
FJS Plant Repairs Ltd, which were set up in
1993, held an Open Day at Mondello Park
in early June to celebrate and launch many
new changes to their extensive business.
Based in Timahoe, Co Kildare, FJS has built
you a strong client base around the ground
care and construction business, with brands

including LiuGong, Engcon, Geith, Kubota,
Camsaw and much more besides.
It was only fitting that the circle was
complete when earlier in the year Kubota UK
appointed them as a full-line Kubota dealer
for Ireland, which means that they can supply
their growing customer base with everything

from a push mower to a 170hp Kubota tractor
and everything in-between. This now opens
the whole agricultural marketplace to them.
FJS have a highly trained and experienced
team behind them covering sales service
and repairs and the company plans in the
near future to open another branch.

Full line-up of Kubota
plant equipment at the
Open Day.

Gary Daly, Farmec Ireland Ltd,
beside the MX loader - part of
the MX range of loaders and
attachments that they are now
supplying to FJS.
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On display also was an extensive range of Kubota
ground care equipment to cover all sized gardens
and terrains.

From left to right, enjoying the
chat at the FJS Open Day was
Aidan Burkett, Murt Murphy,
FJS, and Patrick Burkett from
Newcastle, Co. Dublin.

Frank Smyth of FJS with Rob Edwards
and Gary Walsh of Kubota (UK)
pictured at the in front of the new
Kubota M7 Series Tractor. FJS is the
first full-line Kubota dealer in the
Republic of Ireland.

Michael O’Neill from NC Engineering beside
the NC616 multi-purpose 16 ton dump
truck that sells both in to the agricultural
and construction market. This is part of the
extensive range of products that NC supply FJS.
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GUIDING LINES FOR CHALLENGING TIMES
ALISTAIR CHAMBERS REPORTS ON THE LATEST GPS TECHNOLOGY
Global positioning systems (GPS) have
been part of the farmers arsenal for many
years, whether just a simple manual
guidance system or an all bells and
whistles near to autonomous system.
Precision has always been key to maximising
both the inputs and the output on all types of
productive farms. With current input prices at
an all-time high the precision use of them has
never been more important.

The current simple system that is an essential tool
on our home farm.

Systems can be bought from as little as
1500 euro up to an astronomical figure for
autosteer and machine linked systems. On
most Irish farms where there is a mix of
livestock and tillage the biggest advantage
can be gained with the fertiliser spreader.
With any system a set of virtual lines can
be positioned in a field, and these can
then be followed to give greatly improved
accuracy over the old “one eye on the middle
tree” approach used for many years. Given
the current price of fertiliser, a lower cost
system would take a very small improvement
in accuracy to make it a very sensible
investment even on the smallest of holdings.
As mentioned already there are many
different levels of GPS systems, these are

basically just higher levels of accuracy and
consistency. Firstly, there is the free to air
systems which give you a good enough
accuracy for most normal operations. Global
navigation satellite system (GNSS) is the
most used system, this linked with any of the
supplier’s hardware and software will give
accuracy levels of between 10 and 30 cm, it
should be noted that this is the accuracy of
the technology and depends on the operator
to be accurate if autosteer is not used.
The next step is adding what is called
correction to the system, this is usually a
paid extra to the system which allow the
accuracy to be improved to a level that
would be suitable for ridging for potatoes etc.
The correction is done by accessing more
satellites and or using local data to gain a
more precise global position. These system
with no added hardware can give accuracies
down to between 8 and 10cm.
The top level of accuracy that can be attained
in what is known as real-time kinematic
positioning (RTK). This is a way of using a
fixed known point to correct for common
errors in current satellite navigation (GNSS)
systems. This system uses a fixed base
station with allows for very precise correction
of the signals from the satellites being used
and the equipment in the tractor/equipment.
Having one fixed point means that the
constant movement of the other parts of
the system can be accurately calculated,
this gives extremely accurate guidance of
between 1 and 2 cm. This sort of accuracy
is used in controlled traffic systems where
the farmer only drives on certain prescribed
tracks in the field for every operation during
the year thus limiting compaction to these
areas only and in the precision planting of
high value crops.

RTK systems are often used for bed forming for Vegetable production.
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On a practical and personal note, on my home
farm have been using a very simple lightbar
system to spread fertiliser on both ploughed
ground before sowing spring malting barley
and grassland for the past 15 years. We have
found that the system reduces the amount
of fertiliser used and greatly improves
the safety and ease that the job can be
completed with. On a few occasions we have
had the use of some of the higher accuracy
systems for the job and the accuracy that is
possible is astounding. With a certain large
red spreader and base level autosteer and
spread pattern control an accuracy of Sub 1%
over 100 tonnes of fertiliser was possible at
the first attempt. With this sort of accuracy
possible in the marketplace and the current
input prices it make sense for every farmer
who spreads fertiliser to have some sort of

Precision planting can be achieved with hi accuracy
GPS systems23.

guidance or to employ someone who does. If
the decision to buy a system is made solely
to spread fertiliser, then it will pay for itself
handsomely over a very short time scale
ever if prices return to more equitable levels
over the coming seasons. We have found
that our system has become essential on
our farm, it is now used with an ATV to map/
measure ground and with the sprayer to
spray off volunteer growth in post-harvest
cultivated fields where the tramlines are no
longer visible. This technology is not about
using less inputs on your crop but about
making sure that that the required inputs are
positioned correctly for the crop to produces
maximum output and then hopefully a
worthwhile margin for the farmer.
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DEBATE IS HEADED TOWARDS
“PARITY OF CONSIDERATION” FOR
FOOD SECURITY AND EMISSIONS
I recently headed up an ICMSA
delegation that travelled to Brussels to
meet Irish MEPs and our colleagues in
the European Milk Board. While I must
be careful not to overstate the case, it is
becoming increasingly obvious that attitudes
are undergoing a change and that there is
a growing realisation that environmental
and emissions policies will have to be
adjusted to take account of the increasingly
precarious situation around food security
and food supply. Once fixed targets around
emission-reductions and downgrading of
commercial farming are running up against
the reality of double-digit food inflation and
genuine and well-founded fears around
food production and supply. We found a
new awareness amongst the politicians
that just announcing plans and targets that
will drastically reduce commercial farming
and therefore food volumes without any
corresponding consideration for sufficient
availability of affordable food is not going
to be the painless simple process that the
more deluded thought it was going to be.
ICMSA derives no satisfaction from the
discomfort of those with whom we have
been debating for years now, but the record
will show that we have repeatedly pointed
out that the transition from the era of ‘Cheap
Food’ to the new basis of low emissions
and increased sustainability simply
could not be the painless exercise that
its proponents claimed. Consumers have
become absolutely used to underpaying
for their food and politicians have become
too afraid of the retail corporations to
challenge them on this utterly unrealistic
model that was predicated on greater
volumes from the farmer primary-producers
for lower and lower margins at the behest
of the retailers. We have been saying
for 10 years now that this system was
broken and unworkable. It’s a matter of
profound regret that it’s take a brutal war
of invasion – amongst other factors – to
show how right we were. But it is now
undeniable that we are moving to a new

Pat McCormack,
President, ICMSA

John Enright, Pat McCormack, Billy Kelleher and Denis Drennan.

paradigm and even the most deluded must
see that the fantasy where people insisted
that they wanted the highest standard of
food produced to the highest standard of
environmental sustainability but with the
costs for that to be borne by the farmer
primary-producers is not tenable. As I have
said here in these pages ad nauseum and
elsewhere: This transition is going to cost
an astronomical mind-boggling amount and
everyone – everyone – is going to have to
pay something.
We carried everyone through the 30 years
of ‘Cheap Food’, we can’t carry them into
the new farming and food system. And nor
should we.
It’s important that we understand that I’m
not trying to deny the need to move; to
transition to the lower emissions system.
No-one disputes the need for progress
on emissions – ICMSA certainly does not.
But we urge everyone, whether in the
Commission, the European Parliament, or the
Irish Government, to pause for a minute and
begin to ‘join the dots’ on where these really
punitive restrictions are going to leave us
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM

in terms of food production and feeding our
populations. It’s just not realistic to imagine
that attacking commercial farming in the
way we are seeing in Ireland – and the
ACRES announcement just this week was a
perfect example – will not have a profound
effect on food production in volumes and
then in terms of price to consumers. No-one
can say that they weren’t told, because
it’s a very basic sequence and ICMSA is
going to insist that everyone acknowledge
that they see where the present policy of
attacking commercial farming is going to
inevitably bring us. That’s what we are doing
in Brussels, and I have to say that we detect
a change in attitude as recent events have
shown that the completely over-simplistic
version of food and the environment that
was unquestioningly accepted by too many
is now already throwing up problems every
bit as serious as the ones it was designed
to solve. There will have to be a parity of
consideration given to the complex issues
around food supply and security if we are to
avoid crippling food inflation or even more
alarmingly outright food shortages.

85

SAFETY
86

JULY 2022 II FEATURE
FARM SAFETY

21 FATAL ACCIDENTS
INVOLVING CHILDREN

CIARAN ROCHE, FBD SAFETY MANAGER, HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF SAFETY FOR
CHILDREN ON THE FARM

A Review of Work-Related Fatalities in
Agriculture in Ireland 2011-2020 identified
that 21 of the 208 fatal accident victims
were aged under 18. 17 of these fatalities
involved vehicles such as children on
foot or bikes being struck by a vehicle
and children falling from moving
vehicles. Our sympathy goes out to every
family, community and individual who have
been effected by a serious or fatal accident.
It is imperative that children are kept away
from working vehicles and are adequately
supervised when they are on the farm. Now
that children are finished school for the
summer break, it is a good time to take a look
at child safety measures on the farm. The
safety of children on farms is of paramount
importance and should not be left to chance.
With this in mind, FBD’s safety manager
Ciaran Roche looks at 5 key rules to
remember in relation to child safety on the
farm.
RULE 1 - PROVIDE A SAFE PLAY AREA
Remember, a farm is a great place to be
and there are lots of ways children can get
involved but it is not a playground. Children
should play in a safe, supervised play area,
away from all the hazards of a working farm.
RULE 2 - SUPERVISION
It is important that children are only allowed

on the farm when they are supervised and
these occasions should also be taken as
an opportunity to teach children about
the hazards on the farm and how to stay
safe. With child safety in mind Agri Aware,
supported by FBD, IFA and ESB Networks
produced a short farm safety film called
“Once upon a Farm” aimed directly at primary
level students, but it is an eye opener for
people of all ages. We would strongly
encourage all persons entering a farmyard
to take the opportunity to view this video on
the FBD YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/
fbdinsuranceofficial)
RULE 3 - TRACTORS ARE NOT FOR KIDS!
The tractor is not a babysitting aid and must
not be used as one. The Code of Practice on
Preventing Accidents to Children and Young
Persons in Agriculture says that a child must
be at least 7 years of age and be provided
with a properly designed and fitted passenger
seat (with a seatbelt) inside a safety cab
or frame before they are allowed to sit in a
tractor. Children under the age of 14 must not
be allowed to drive or operate tractors or selfpropelled machines. In addition children over
the age of 14 must only be allowed to operate
tractors after having received adequate
training. Young person’s must be at least
16 and hold an appropriate drivers licence
before they can drive in a public place.

RULE 4 – EXCLUDE CHILDREN FROM
DANGEROUS ACTIVITIES / AREAS
Children are naturally curious and will often
get into seemingly inaccessible places.
Make sure that children are excluded from
dangerous areas such machine operating
areas, slurry pits and slurry storage areas,
stacks of bales, chemical stores, sheep
dipping tanks, open wells and grain silos. The
most effective way to do this is to provide
adequate supervision and child proof fencing
around these areas.
RULE 5 – CHILDREN AND DANGEROUS
ANIMALS DO NOT MIX
Children should not be allowed to come into
close contact with dangerous animals such
as bulls, stallions, rams and female livestock
with new-born young.
Don’t leave the safety of children to chance
and make child safety your priority on the
farm this summer.
DATA SOURCE
A Review of Work-Related Fatalities in
Agriculture in Ireland 2011-2020, The Health
and Safety Authority.
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WE’RE HANDING DOWN A
15%* SAVING TO FARMERS.
Talk to Ireland’s leading farm insurer, for a great quote
on your tractor insurance plus get an extra 15%* discount
when you get quotes for more than one product.

Visit your local branch or call
0818 617 697 to find out more.
*Terms and conditions and normal
underwriting criteria apply. 15% discount
available on a new policy when you have an
existing FBD Insurance policy in place or get
multiple quotes at the same time.

FBD Insurance Group Ltd trading as FBD Insurance is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.
Farm Insurance is underwritten by FBD Insurance plc.
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LoveActually
on the
Farm

ERIN MCCAFFERTY TALKS TO MATCHMAKER MAIRÉAD LOUGHMAN ABOUT FINDING LOVE IN RURAL IRELAND.
Despite the benefits of living in the
countryside, rural life can be isolating, so
when it comes to looking for a partner,
it’s often it makes it more difficult.
It’s a fact that matchmaker, Mairéad
Loughman from Mullingar, became aware of a
few years ago when she was dating a farmer
herself. Her grandfather had been a farmer
and she knew first-hand the realities of
farming life. “I realised early on, that there was
a need for a matchmaking service for farmers
as most dating takes place online these days,
and for farmers it’s not always satisfactory.”
A lack of internet access in some rural areas
is one factor which can prohibit online dating.
Also, as Mairéad points out, there are fewer
people living within a short radius. “With the
online dating app, Tinder, for example, if you
take a 10 km radius in Dublin, you will have
perhaps 100,000 people to choose from. But in

remote parts of Donegal or Kerry, you might
have 20 or 30,” she says. “Chances are, you
went to school with half of them and you’re
related to the other half. If not, maybe your
best friend dated them in the past.”
What’s more, in rural communities, people
tend to know each other and they therefore
don’t want their business, and the fact that
they’re dating, to be known. All of these issues
make the search for romance harder than
it already is and often leads to loneliness.
“Loneliness is real, and it can be amplified
in a rural setting and especially with the
restrictions of recent years,” says Mairéad.
LOVE HQ
With this in mind, she set up LoveHQ.ie, a
countrywide matchmaking service in 2016.
She has now matched over 7,000 people,
and this year alone, has four couples getting
IRISH FARMERS MONTHLY

married. In addition, she currently has nine
couples expecting babies and with two
of those, the babies are twins, so that’s 11
babies in total.
She currently has over 100,000 farmers on
her books, all of whom are looking for that
someone special, and usually, a partner who
wants a farming life. “Farming is more than
a job, it’s a lifestyle choice,” says Mairéad.
“You don’t finish at a set time each day
and farming can be demanding, especially
around the times of calving or silagemaking. It can be hard to predict too with
the weather. You have to want that lifestyle
and everything that comes with it.”
PROFILE PIC
While most of the farmers she meets are
male, Mairéad also has female farmers
on her books who are hoping to meet
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LoveHQ.ie

a husband. And while most farmers are
looking for someone from a farming
background, it’s not the case for everyone.
What’s more, some of the women who come

and gets to know every single one of her
clients. This involves travelling up and down
the country to her offices in Cork, Limerick,
Galway, Kilkenny, Mullingar, and Dublin. She

prospective partners. In the past, she has
run events, such as Dinner for Six, which
involves six single people meeting for dinner
in a restaurant and The Farmer want a

I see people in all kinds of
circumstances, some of whom are
widowed, divorced or separated
to her, do not have a farming background,
but would like to meet a farmer none-theless.
The age of those looking for romance varies
considerably and Mairéad has people on
her books from as young as 25 all the way
up to 83. Farmers, she says, tend to want to
settle down earlier than those living in urban
settings. “I find people come to me looking
for a partner on average around the age of
26, while this age is typically later, around 31
or 32, for other dating services.
“I think farmers probably grow up a bit
sooner than people living in cities, and often
they are more traditional. They’re closer to
nature too from working on the farm and
seeing the circle of life. As a result, they
want to get married and have children when
they’re young.”
The fact that many already have a piece of
land and have built a house because it’s
cheaper to do so in the countryside plays a
part too. “When men are set up in life, with
a definite role and financial stability, they
make an unconscious decision to find a
wife,” she explains. “While if you’re a single
man living in Dublin for example, how on
earth could you afford a mortgage?”

asks clients to dress as if they are going on
a date and asks them a serious of questions.
“I take account their confidence levels; how
they’re dressed; and their conversational
ability. Because we’re Irish, there has to be a
certain amount of etiquette around chit chat.
For example, you don’t just launch straight
into personal or serious questions. You build
up to it.”
She asks whether they want to marry or not;
whether they’d like to have children, and if
they have a family already. She gauges too
their compatibility in terms of lifestyle. “For
example, some people are very active and
play a lot of sport,” she says. “Others are
more relaxed, maybe they’re homebirds and
don’t want to travel too much. There is a
huge amount to consider.”
She then arranges a serious of dates with

SECOND CHANCE
People who’ve been married before, and, for
whatever reason, find themselves alone, are
also her clients. “I see people in all kinds of
circumstances, some of whom are widowed,
divorced or separated,” she says. “Of course,
everyone deserves another chance to find
love.”
What marks LoveHQ.ie out from other
matchmaking services is that Mairéad meets
WWW.IRISHFARMERSMONTHLY.COM

Wife dances, which are events attended by
people from farming backgrounds. But these
came to a halt due to covid and have yet to
start again.
A LABOUR OF LOVE
It’s a lot of work but Mairéad enjoys what
she does for a living. “I just love it,” she says.
“I have days when I feel burnt out by it, but
invariably I get a phone call to say a couple I
matched are getting married or expecting a
baby, and then it all feels worthwhile.”
And for those who, for whatever reason,
feel hesitant to get in touch, with her, she’s
reassuring. “There are no boundaries with
love,” she says. “It doesn’t matter what your
age or circumstances. If someone has a
heart, they’re capable of loving another
person and that’s what really matters.”
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THE ELECTRIC CAR
CONUNDRUM
Why are electric cars so expensive relative
to combustion engine powered vehicles?
Assembly costs including labour costs are
lower because there are far fewer parts to be
assembled. There is no engine, only electric
motors. Yet, electric cars significantly outprice
conventional cars. There is another economic
puzzler in the electric car conundrum,
specifically relating to the pioneer of
modern electric cars, the Tesla company. It
is more valuable than the ten largest global
carmakers together as measured by stock
market value. It produces a fraction of the
number of vehicles its competitors make
annually, though it could be argued that, until
recently, Tesla was not in direct competition
because its electric automotive product was
in a different space entirely to combustion
engine-powered cars. That is changing
quickly with other companies ramping
up their electric vehicle offerings, which
brings us back to the incredible premium
on Tesla stock. It cannot be a gamble on the
future because the competition is gaining

ground in terms of electric car output. As
that happens the price of electric cars will
probably retreat, at least in comparison with
the premium over petrol and diesel cars now
being attained. We could plausibly agree
that some of the additional cost attached
to purchasing electric cars was because of
the huge R&D costs which went into earlystage development. After nineteen years of
production, that argument is less plausible
today.
There is also the reality that until 2020 Tesla
did not make profits, with the numbers of
cars manufactured being a small fraction of
global production. Profitability has improved,
though if one factors in the revenues Tesla
accrues from enforced carbon credit flows
designed to promote the sales of electric cars,
the actual profit from selling cars is not at
all impressive. Several US States insist that
carmakers sell minimum quotas of electric
cars. If they can’t, they must buy credits from
another carmaker. Enter Tesla which earned
over $1.5 billion in credits in 2020. Take that
into account and Tesla’s recently attained
profitability looks quite modest. Granted, a
company growing at the speed of Tesla can

legitimately argue that profitability, at least
in the medium-term accelerated growth
phase, is an inadequate measure of long-term
viability.
So, is Tesla the real thing, in terms of being a
highly profitable, manufacturer that will stand
the test of time and competition? Economic
history is littered with examples of inflated
stock prices for companies that ultimately
either failed of at least failed to live up to
expectations - anyone remember Baltimore
Technologies, the tech company that flew so
close to the sun over three decades ago?.
There is no suggestion, however, that Tesla
resembles the Dutch Tulip Mania of the
1600s. The increasing adoption of the electric
car as the mobility vehicle of choice, or at
least coerced choice, will continue until the
internal combustion engine is consigned to
history, or at least that is the direction of travel
right now. The speed of that trajectory is less
clear. A survey of Irish electric car charging
points shows the preponderance of electric
car ownership is in the more affluent areas of
South Dublin. There is clearly an affordability
issue. Unless and until electric cars become
more affordable for the masses, and that will
require at least a decade of scaling so that
second-hand options are readily available
at affordable prices, the conversion to mass
electrification of the Irish car fleet could
be a lot slower than wishful thinkers and
ill-thought-out target setters would have us
believe.
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Crois Dhearg na hÉireann
Irish Red Cross

THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE

NEED YOUR HELP

COUNTLESS LIVES IN UKRAINE ARE BEING TORN APART BY VIOLENCE AND INSECURITY.
DISPLACEMENT, TRAUMA AND SEPARATION FROM LOVED ONES, ARE HAVING A DEVASTATING IMPACT.

VISIT

HELP
NOW

www.redcross.ie

Please help if you can today. To donate to the Ukraine Crisis Appeal

€50
€75
€150

COULD HELP PROVIDE URGENT MEDICAL SUPPLIES
COULD HELP GIVE FOOD TO DISPLACED FAMILIES
COULD HELP PROVIDE VITAL PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS

You can also donate directly to the Irish Red Cross Ukraine Crisis Appeal in your Revolut app.
The humanitarian need is huge and suffering has increased for millions of people across Ukraine. With your help, we can continue
to provide urgently needed assistance. Red Cross teams are on the ground now in Ukraine and will continue their work to repair vital
infrastructure, support health facilities,and help families with life-saving supplies.This is a rapidly evolving crisis, and your donation
could help those affected to access food, basic medical supplies, shelter and water.
Supported by
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Single Dose
Vaccines to Reduce Abortion
in Sheep
#

Toxoplasmosis and Enzootic abortion (EAE) are two
of the most common causes of abortion in sheep*

IE-OVL-220600001, JUNE 2022

ASK YOUR VET ABOUT HOW TO USE ENZOVAX AND TOXOVAX ON YOUR FLOCK
Use medicines responsibly
Legal categories ROI: POM NI: POM-V
Withdrawal periods: Toxovax - 42 days for meat and offal. Enzovax - 7 days for meat and offal.
# Booster vaccinations are required occasionally.
* Anon (2021) DAFM/AFBI All-island Animal Disease Surveillance Report 2020.

MSD Animal Health Ireland - Cattle & Sheep

MSD Animal Health Ireland

@msd_ah

Further information is available from your veterinary practitioner, the product SPC or MSD Animal Health,
Red Oak North, South County Business Park, Leopardstown, Dublin 18, Ireland
Tel: +353 (0)1 297 0220 E-Mail: vet-support.ie@msd.com
Web: www.msd-animal-health.ie www.bovilis.ie/sheep/abortion
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